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POWER UP 


Of all the things one can collect—postage stamps, 
comic books, bottle caps, commemorative plates, 
toenail clippings, et al—video games are arguably 
the most enjoyable. 

Why? Because video games are interactive. One 
doesn't slide a video game into a double-thick UV- 
resistant polybag and stash it in a temperature- 
controlled basement for eternity; he slides a video 
game into its related console and opens a gateway 
to another world. 

A video game collection isn't just a pile of plastic 
rectangles and silver discs. It's an assortment of 
fantastic adventures, each one transforming the 
player into a unique alter ego: mustachioed plumber, 
rapping dog, bodacious Brit, or even just a tiny 
square. 

Collecting video games is a relatively new hobby, 
but video games themselves have been around for 
more than 30 years—long enough to develop a rich 
history, and to influence an entire generation. 
Dozens of video game systems have been released 
in the United States since the Magna vox Odyssey 
started it all in 1972, along with many thousands of 
games; even the most avid collector can always find 
a new frontier to explore. 

Video game companies have recently begun to 
cash in on the nostalgic appeal of their own 
histories; Activision Anthology , Midway Arcade 
Treasures, and Namco Museum were huge hits with 
critics and consumers alike. Retro-gaming is also 
enjoying increased exposure thanks to handheld 
systems and cellular phones, as game-makers and 
game-players realize that classic games, with their 
simple, straightforward action, are perfect for 
gaming on the go. 

Just two decades ago, video games had been 
written off as a passing fed; now, they're a staple of 
the American pop-culture diet Our mission at Video 
Game Collector is to help you maximize your caloric 
intake. 

Do you want to start a video game collection? 
Refer to our voluminous price guide to decide which 
systems and games you desire, and to make sure 
you don't pay too much for them. And make sure to 
enter our NES Giveaway for the chance to win a 
Nintendo Entertainment System and one hundred 
games. (Our legal counsel would like to warn the 
winner ahead of time that Video Game Collector 
accepts no legal responsibility for any back injuries 
that may result from attempting to lift your prize 
package.) 

Have you already started a video game collection? 
Use our magazine to calculate the net worth of your 
hoard, and to decide what games to go after next. 
We've also got the Market Watch section to give you 
the scoop on fluctuations in the value, rarity, and 
demand of classic games, and to point out current 
releases with ’'collectible" written all over 'em In 
Magic Marker 


Are you, like most gamers, as interested in 
playability as collectibility? Then you need to read 
our reviews of classic games, both obvious and 
obscure, along with our write-ups of new entries in 
venerable franchises. 

Are you aware of the ever-larger library of new 
games for classic systems? Our Homebrew Haven 
column discusses the creations of dedicated 
hobbyist programmers who refuse to touch any 
video game system that isn't adorned with artificial 
woodgrain. 

Do you wish your video game collection could be 
a little more exotic? Our Made in Japan column 
delves deeply into the wild and wacky Japanese 
video game market, and might lead you to believe, 
as I do, that powerful hallucinogens are to Japanese 
game developers as Mountain Dew is to American 
game developers. 

Did you spend most of your adolescent allowance 
on coin-operated arcade games instead of such 
frivolities as clothing or girlfriends? Then you'll love 
The Last Quarter , in which video game luminaries 
tell us about their most beloved quarter-munchers 

And I haven't even started bragged about this 
issue’s wall-crawling roundup of every video game 
featuring The Amazing Spider-Man, comic-book 
superhero turned big-shot movie star, 

But this manifesto has already gone on quite long 
enough, so I invite you to turn the page and enjoy 
the premiere issue of Video Game Collector , the 
most comprehensive video game price guide in the 
solar system. 


Zach Meston, Editor-in-Chief 
[z m esto n @ vg col le dor. com] 
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News and Notes 


VGC at E3? Oui\ 

For three days in May, the Los Angeles 
Convention Center was taken over by the 
10th annual Electronic Entertainment 
Expo, or E3, the video game industry's 
joint celebration of silicon and silicone. 
Video Game Collector was like-so-totally 
there, taking copious notes on upcoming 
games with particular appeal to our 
"market demographic," as advertising 
weasels like to say: retro-collections, future 
rarities, and franchises dating back to the 
original PlayStation or earlier. 

Activision: DOOM 3 s 
(Xbox) is a kind-of 
remake of the world- 
changing 1993 first- 
person shooter. 

Spider-Man 2 (GC/ 

PS2/Xbox) is 
discussed in our 
gi-normous cover story. 

Agetec: Armored Core: Nexus (PS2) 
includes "remixed" missions from earlier 
installments in the seven-year-old series. 
Echo Night: Beyond (PS2) is a follow-up to 
the 1999 PS1 horror-adventure, WILD 
ARMS Alter code: F (PS2) updates the 
graphics and gamepiay of the 1997 PS1 
RPG. 

and Discs of V HON. ' 

Capcom: Mega Man Anniversary 
Collection (GC/PS2) includes all eight 
Mega Man games for the NES, Super 
NES, and PlayStation, along with two 
Japanese coin-ops. 

Mega Man X: Command Mission (GC/ 
PS2) is the Blue Bomber's first RPG. 
Resident Evil 4 (GC) is uncanny. Street 
Fighter Anniversary 


Collection (PS2/Xbox) has b( 
Street Fighter III: 3rd Strike 
and the brand-new Hyper 
Street Fighter It, with every 
character from the five 
SFII titles. 


Mega Man's favorite 
anniversary gift: 
silver-prated bolts 


Classic Gaming Expo: The best classic¬ 
gaming event in the nation 
[www.cgexpo.com] had a "History of 
Gaming" exhibit with more than 50 classic 
consoles, 30 classic coin-ops on free play, 
and two "1980s living rooms" with vintage 
TVs and skanky couches. 

Kona mi: Ail we know about Frogger 
(DS/GC/PS2/PSP) is that it's coming next 
year. Gradius V (PS2) is old-school 
shooting at Its next-gen finest. Metal Gear 
Acid (PSP) is the first "killer app" for 
Sony's forthcoming portable. Metal Gear 
Solid 3: Snake Eater (PS2) is entirely 
devoid of blonde 
metrosexuals. Neo 
Contra (PS2) is the first 
game in the 17-year- 
old franchise with an 
isometric-overhead 
perspective. Ys: The 
Ark of Napishtim (PS2) 
is the first Ys to reach 
the States in more than a decade. Also: 
Dance Dance Revolution Extreme (PS2), 
Silent Hill 4: The Room (PS2/Xbox), 
Suikoden IV (PS2), Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles 2 (GC/PS2/Xbox). 

Midway: Area 51 (PS2 
/Xbox) turns the 1995 
light-gun coin-op into a 
robust FPS. Midway 
Arcade Treasures 2 
(GC/PS2/Xbox) is 
packed with 20 Midway 
coin-op classics from 
the '80s and '90s, and 
a making-of documentary. Mortal Kombat: 
Deception (PS2/Xbox) includes two "mini¬ 
games" very much like Archon and Super 
Puzzle Fighter II Turbo. NARC (PS2/Xbox) 
takes the 1988 coin-op in controversial 
new directions. 



















News and Notes 


VGC at E3? Oui\ (Cont) 


Namco: Death by Degrees (PS2) spins off 
Tekken* s Nina Williams into her own 
action-adventure. Taiko Drum Master 
(PS2) is a Japanese rhythm-music mega¬ 
hit in which you bash the hell out of a drum 
peripheral. Also: Ace Combat 5 (PS2) 5 
Tekken 5 (PS2). 

Natsume: Harvest Moon: A Wonderful Life 
2 (GC) is filled with family-friendly farming 
fun. Wizardry: The Summoning (GBA) is a 
solid entry in the 23-year-old RPG series. 

Nintendo: For the 
GameCube: The 

Legend of Zefda: 

Four Swords 
Adventures t 
Metroid Prime 2: 

Echoes , Paper 

Mario 2, Star Fox. ^ 

For the Game Rny !MlM 
Advance: Donkey 

Kong Country 2, F-Zero GP Legend, Kirby 
and the Amazing Mirror, The Legend of 
Zelda: The Minish Cap, Mario Party 
Advance, Pokemon Fire Red, and 
Pokemon Leaf Green. Wow. 


SEGA: Altered Beast (PS2) turns the 
original Genesis pack-in into a bloody 
action-adventure. SEGA SuperStars (PS2) 
is jammed with popular characters and 
EyeToy mini-games. Virtue Quest 
(GC/PS2) is an action/RPG with 
characters from the Virtue Fighter series. 


SNK NeoGeo USA: KoF: 
Maximum Impact (PS2) is 
the first 3D and first PS2 
-exclusive entry in the 
decade-old series. The 
King of Fighters 2002 & 
2003 (P52/Xbox) is a 
follow-up to SNK's r 00/'01 
bundle. Metal Slug 
Advance (GBA), Metal 
Siug 3 (Xbox), and Metal 
Slug 4 & 5 Combo (PS2 
/Xbox) ooze with run-and- 
gun action. Also: Samurai 
Shodown 5 (PS2/Xbox). 


Ubisoft: Prince of Persia 2 (PS2/Xbox) 
has a darker attitude than its predecessor, 
hailed as the best game of 2003, 

Vivendi Universal: Leisure Suit Larry: 
Magna Cum Laude (PS2/Xbox) wallows in 
the raunchy humor that's the trademark of 
the 17-year-old series* Also: Crash 
Twinsanity (PS2/Xbox), Spyro: A Hero's 
7a// (PS2/Xbox), 


Square Enix: Final Fantasy XII (P32) 
continues to ignore the definition of "final." 
Musashi Samurai Legend (PS2) is a 
surprising follow-up to the 1998 PS1 
action-adventure Brave Fencer Musashi. 
Star Ocean: Till the End of Time (PS2) Is 
the "Director's Gut" version. 


Tecmo: Dead or Alive Ultimate (Xbox) is 
the first 3D online fighter. Gallop Racer 
2004 (PS2) is the fourth installment of the 
horse-racing franchise. Gungriffon (Xbox) 
continues a giant-robot series that was 
bom on the SEGA Saturn. 














Spider-Man: 

Return of the Sinister Six (LJN, 1992, NES) 





What with Spider-Man 2 currently conquering every 
movie-theater googolplex in this great nation of ours, 
we at Video Game Collector thought you might be 
interested in a summary of Web-Head r s plethora of 
video game appearances over the past two decades 
and change. 

If you're only interested in collecting the best Spider- 
Man games, it won't lake you long: all you need are 
Parker Brothers 1 1982 cartridge. SVGA's 1991 
Genesis cartridge {or its 1993 SEGA CD cousin), 
and each of Activision's Spider-Man games from 
2000 onward. None of the games from Sptdey's long 
and tawdry affair with Acclaim are better than 
average. You can also safely skip most of the 
portable versions, in which Spider-Man becomes just 
anolher protagonist in just another cheesy side- 
scrolling action-platformer. 

if you're lusting after a complete coFFection of Spider- 
Man games, you're also in luck, as only one Spidey- 
starring title is rare or expensive; everything else is 
more plentiful and affordable than frosted blueberry 
Pop-Tans. 

{Please note that we p ve omitted games in which 
Spider-Man is merely a supporting character, such 
as Marvel Soper Heroes vs. Street Fighter Nobody 
puts Spidey in a corned) 

CONSOLE GAMES 

Sp/der-Man {Parker Brothers, 1982, Atari 2600) 

An obvious rip-off of the I960 coin-op cull classic 
Crazy Climber, with superior conlroE to make up for 
its stripped-down gameptay. Your goal is guide 
Spidey up a series of bomb-topped buildings, 
preserving his limited web-fluid while watching out 
for the assaults of the Green Goblin and the web¬ 
slashing thugs that appear in the windows. Rumored 
conversions to the IntellMsbn and Odyssey2 never 
happened, Image's {# 1,2, 3) 

Spftter-JWan vs. The Kingpin (SEGA, 1991, 
Genesis^Master System) 

The Genesis version is an excellent side-scrolling 
action-pfatformer packed with more than half a 
dozen of Spidey ''$ most famed foes. Spider-Man also 
makes cool use of Peter Parker's photographic skill; 
by taking pictures of his enemies and selling them to 
the Daily Bugle. Peter earns moolah with which to 
buy web-fluid The Master System version has a rip- 
off of Pac-Man as an Easter egg, Image's (#4,5) 


A cheesy side-scroller based on the events of issues 
334-339 of The Amazing Spider-Man comic book. 
Image {# 6) 

Spider-Man vs. The Kingpin (SEGA, 1993, SEGA CD) 
Much like the 1991 Genesis game, bul with many 
improvements: lots more levels, the ability to pFay 
levels in any order CD-quality music, a password 
save system, an artwork gallery,, and cartoon-video 
dips, Image's (# 7, 3) 

Spider-Man (Acclaim, 1993, Genesis) 

Based on the Web-Head's animated series of the 
Lime. Image (# 9) 

Spider-Man/Venom: Maximum Carnage (Acclaim, 

1994. GenesisfSNES) 

The Super NES version of this average side-stroller 
was made of red plastic, one of the few non-gray 
cartridges for the system, image (# 10) 

Spider-ManA/enom: Separation Anxiety {Acclaim, 

1995, GenesisfSNES) 

Based on the follow-up story Fine to Maximum 
Carnage. Image (#11) 

Spider-Man (LJN, 1996, SNES) 

Based on the animated TV series of the lime, as with 
the Genesis version of Iwo years prior. Features a 
whopping thirteen enemies (Owl, Mysterio, Beetle, 
Jack O'Lantern, Shocker, Chameleon. Venom, 
Vulture. Rhino, Lizard, Spiderslayer, Doctor Octopus, 
end Green Goblin), and cameos by each of the 
Fantastic four. Spidey himself is absurdly buff, 
looking more like a costumed Hulk. Image (# 12) 

Spider-Man: Lethal Foes (Epoch, 1995, SNES) 
Released only in Japan, this is the best Spider-Man 
game for the SNES. We wuz rod bed E Image (# 13) 

Spider-mart. Web of Fire [SEGA, 1995, 32X) 

The last, rarest, and pridest game for SEGA r s ilk 
fated 32X peripheral, which bee Fed up the Genesis' 
graphics and sound to Super NES-quaiily. Expect to 
play tnple digits for a copy, Internet aimormougers 
claim only 1.500 cartridges were produced, but that's 
unconfirmed and doubtful; considering the high costs 
of cartridge manufacture, the "profit" on a 1,500-carl 
run wouldn't be enough to pay for the shrinkwrap 
Image (#14) 



















VIDEO GAME COLLECTOR ROUND-UP: 
SPIDER-MAN Cont 


Spider-Man ( SEGA, 1991, Game Gear) 

A Stripped-dawn conversion of the Genesis game. 






Spider-Man (Activision, 2G00/2001, NM/PSI/DC) 

A fantastic 3D action-platformer by Neversoft. the 
developers of Tony Hawk’s Pm Skater Excellent 
voice acting, including narration by Spider-Man 
creator Sian Lee. The Nintendo 64 cartridge tacks 
the CG animation scenes and 11 What If?" gamepfay 
mode of the CD-based PlayStation and Dream cast 
versions, but manages to include ail the voiceovers. 
The PS version ss also available in a Greatest Hits 
edition, Image {# 15) 

Spider-Man 2 —Enter: Electro (Activision, 20Q1, 
PlayStation) 

The storyline isn’t quite as cohesive as Ihe 2000 
game, and the gameplay and graphics aren't quite as 
sharp, but it's still a keeper. There are two versions 
of Enter Electro in circuiation; En the rarer first 
edition, the final level takes place at the Twin Towers, 
while the second edition (hastily re-released post- 
9/11) drops a bridge between them. (The first Spider- 
Man movie was also affected by the events of 9/11; 
remember the early trailer in which a helicopter is 
caught in a giant web stretching between the Twin 
Towers?) Image (# 16) 


Spider-Man 2 (LJN r 1992, GB) 

Spider-Man 3: Invasion of the Spider-Stayers 
(LJN, 1993, GB) 

The final Spider-game for the original Game Boy, 

Spider-Man: Return of the Sinister Six (Flying 
Edge. 1993, GG) 

Essentially the same as the 1992 NES game. 

Spider-Man (Activision, 200Q, Game Boy Color) 

One of ihe best portable Spider-Man games, thanks 
to the efforts of Vicarious Visions, which you 
probably don't know is one of the portable game 
world's premiere development studios. 

Spider-Man 2: The Sinister Six (Activision, 2001, 
GBC) 

A solid sequel to the 2000 GBC entry. 

Spider-Man: Mysterio's Menace (Activision, 2001, 
Game Boy Advance) 

A very good game that eschews typical beat-'em-up 
action for exploration and stealth. 


Spider-Man (Activision, 2002, GC/PS2/Xbox) 

Very loosely based on the hit movie, this excellent 
action/platformer features enthusiastic voice work by 
Tobey Maguire and an amazing 3D representation of 
Manhattan (although you canT actually get down to 
street level), image (#17) 


Spider-Man (Activision, 2O02, GBA) 

Mostly 2D, with a few pseudo-3D bonus sequences 
to try and recreate ihe coolness of the console 
versions. This game also allows the player to take 
pictures, the first Spidey-game wiih that feature since 
the '91 Genesis edition 


PORTABLE GAMES 


Spider-Man (LJN, 1990. Game Boy) 

The first portable Spider-Man is much like all the 
others: a side-scrolling action-platformer with an 
emphasis on beat-'em-up action. 


Sp/der-Man 2 (Activision, 2004, GC/PS2/Xbox) 

Spider-Man 2 brilliantly swipes the Grand Theft Auto 
senes' open-ended gamepiay. allowing the player to 
freely explore a four-square-mite chunk of 
Manhattan, engaging in random or story-advancing 
missions or just goofing around, The compass of the 
2002 game has been replaced with a more useful 
transparent map, and the view of the action has 
been improved with a steadier camera. Image (#18) 


Spider-Man 2 (Activision, 2004, GBA) 

The 3D elements have been beefed up, and the 
gamepiay includes a couple of GBA-exdusive third- 
string baddies. 



















Diner 

System; intellivFscon 
Release Date: 13B7 
Developer; Ray Kaestner 
Publisher: INTV Corporation 
Rating; Great? 



Diner combines the programming wizardry of Rav 
Kaestner, who also handled the Intellivision port of 
Burgernme, with the graphics of Connie Goldman and 
the sound and music of Dave Warhol the best 
Intellivision artists in their respective fields' (Gold man 
and Warhol also paired their talents on Thunder Castle 
another Intellivision classic-) 

In BungerTime r you assemble burgers at the bottom 

thfi- riaehinn ni^aa- tkn _ 


T«T uuwnHdtu. pm yuu im a piaie at me Dottom 
of the screen by kicking "Food Balls" to make them roll 
downward, its a bizarre conceit, even for an old-school 
videogame. but Kaestner somehow makes it work. 

Burger Time's platforms-a nd-ladders levels are shown 
from a straightforward side-view, but Diner's 15 stages 
are rendered from an isometric overhead angle and 
dotted with ramps, pits, and elevators; these level's are 
both pleasing to look at and pleasantly chaifenqino to 
navigate. 3 s 

Each of 
BurgerTime's levels 
is populated with 
four baddies, but 
each of Diner 1 s 
screens is teeming 
with five "Rotten 
Foods," with only 
the Hot Dog carried 
over from the 
earlier game; the 
Cherry, Banana, 
and Mug o' Root 
Beer are brand- 



new. 

Diner 4 s enemies 
are slower than 
Burge rTime* s. but 
with the greater 
number of ferocious 
foodstuffs and the 
complicated I eve 
layouts Diner ts 
more intense than 
SyrgerTime, 
Besides, if the RFs 
moved any faster, 
fun would 
replaced 
frustration. As it is 
you 

occasionally 


The ispmetriovisw stages are 
Surprisingly elaborate 


and jive around 
satisfying maneuver 
impossible with a 2D 
In Diner f as in Burge 
ml 



an immensely 
would've beer 


RFs, which is 
and one which 
erspective. 

_ r j ertime, you start the game wit 
five cans of pepper, wnich you can sprinkle onto neanh 
Foods to paralyze them for a few moments. You ear 
additional cans by picking up the "Side Orders" tha 
intermittently appear at a unique location in each stage 
Unfortunately, the Orders blink in and oul very quickly 
so unless you're very dose to one when it appears 
there s no point in dashing for it. A slightly mon 
generous window of opportunity would’ve been sweet 
You can kick Food Balts into Rotten Foods to earn 


Review Ratings 
ftaae = Awful 

* . > = Poor 

~~ ■■■■» - Decent 
— ^ a = Good 

~ ~ ~ = Great 

^__ _ 


bonus points and render the RFs immobile for a few 
seconds; the more enemies you strike with a single 
Ball-kick, the more points you score, up to a maximum 
of 6K. This excellent risk/reward scoring system leads 
you to try and Jure all the RFs into a single roving pack 
before booting a Ball into them, although you'll abandon 
he maximum-points tactic for simple survival in the 
later stages. 

While you can kick a Ball either left or right, it's never 
immediately apparent what path the Bail will take, or 
how ar down the screen it'll roll; this is a minor 
complaint, but a complaint nonetheless. Hardcore 
gamers can memorize the FB paths on each stage, but 
those of us able to function in society will settfe for 
guesswork. 

Other small-time issues include the endlessly looping 
15-second musical track (not an unusual thing in the 
days before CD) and the feeble "Blue Plate Special" 
bonus round, in which you collect Food Balls as they 
tumble down the screen. Its not challenging, satisfying, 
or rewarding, and it looks and feels like a last-minute 
addition. 

Dineris one of the pricier games in the Intellivision 
ibrary. but if s also one of Ihe best games in the 
Intellivision library, and well worth the (balls of) dough. 

- Zach Meston 


Diner s Dubious Origins 
Dfrier is billed as a sequel lo 1962's Bi/rgerTime, but according eg 
R ay Kaestner, It's aclualily a reworked version of an unreleased 
scflue! to He-Man and ftoe Masters of the Untverse* Don't you feel 
betrayed? A genuine sequel called PizzaTime was started. buE 
ullimalely abandoned, by Mattel's French division. (They were 
presumably loo busy debating Ehe best way to surrender.) 

Who Done Did Diner? 

Leave the title screen up wrthout pressing any buttons and Dine /s 
Credits eventually start lo roll 










Marauder 

Sy&tc m. Atari 26M 
Release Data; 19=52 
Developer: Rorfco Weiaancft 
Publisher: Tlgervlsion 
ftaliny. Decani 



Marauder is a rnazQ shooter with a feature found in only 
one other Atari 2600 title, Chris Crawford's unrefeased 
(and awesome) Wizard: fine of sight. If Ihera's a wall 
between ihe player and one of the Rotofoil-shapod robots 
that populate each of JWarat/ctefs half-dozen rooms, the 
'bot disappears from the screen. This Feaiure makes for a 
different—but not better—experience than Beaerk. from 
which Marauds; is obviously derived (Arid if you don't 
Know what a Rotofoll is, go play the butt-whoopin 1 
fiatffjtezer right this minute.) 

"The goal of Marauder is lo find the one room amongst a 
group of six with a glowing (and potentially chewy) 'power 
center,' thenblast the PC before Ihe generous timer 
expires. Accomplish this straightforward task and you gel 
to do it again, with, the rooms randomly reassembled 
info a new two-screen-high, three-screen-wide 

configuration, and the robots made faster or more plentiful, 
There are four speeds and four lo six robots per room, for 
a lolal of 12 difficulty "levels , h (When you destroy all ihe 
robots In a room, they don’t re lorn until you destroy Ihe 
power center—but since 
you never need to go 
through a room mora 
ttian once, il's a strange 
and unnecessary 
feature.) 

The points awarded for 
destroying the PC are 
much higher than Ihose 
awarded for shooting 
■bote, so if s wiser to flee 
than fight, which 
removes the excitement 
of contlicl that makes 
Berzerk one of the 
2600's best games. The 
problem is exacerbated 
by Ihe robots' slow* 
moving bullets, the 
frequent appearance of 
"magic armor" lha! 
grants lemporary 
invincibility, and Ihe level 
randomization lhal 
occasionally starts the 
player in Ihe roam wilh 
the power center. 

Marauder is pleasantly 
fast-paced, bui the 
gameplay is too much 
Tyn and nol enough hit. 

Smarter robots, faster 
bullets, an ever-shorter 
timer, mote rooms, and a reason to thoroughly explore 
each semen instead of jusl dashing through it wouldVe 
made Me/'eyc/ej' a very good shooter i nsiuad of an average 
one, 



The Cannae label spy “One and 
two player game." which is a dirty lie 



Marauder's lop-t^owm perspective is 
a rstrity cn ifte humble 2CQO 


Spinhatl 

System: Vectre* 

Release Dale: 19*03 
Developer; Mark IfldiCtOf 
Publisher: GCE 
Rating.. Poor 


Spinbail has the same funds meT 
every early- r 80s attempt al vide 
hardware wasn't fast or powerful ei 
to allow for realistic bait physics. An 
in which the player can'l predict 
affect, the movement of Ehe ball i 
than a pachinkq aim. 

The mosi basic action of pinball i 
on a raised flipper until it stops mo 
flipper so ihe ball rolls downward, a 
again to direct the shot, This literatlj 
in Spinbaft, Merely trapping the ba 
feat, given its Ping-Pong 
tendencies: when the 
flipper is released, Ihe 
ball jerkily tumbles 
downward, or bizarrely 
bounces over the 
flipper. It's very strange 
to play a Vectrex game 
with an object that 
doesn't move with 
buttery smoothness. 

Spinbaii is also 
plagued with a weak 
table design: all the 
player can shoot are a 
quartet of bumpers in 
the upper haff of ihe screen, and 
drop targets. There are no ramps, 
doesn't scroll. There’s an easy-to- 
mcM±e, but one of the two balls Is 
down a side drain before the pla 
chance to touch it. 

The gap between the lower flip) 
wide, resulting in a lot of drains win 
the ball back into the upper half, 1 
"nudged* with the joystick, a sweet 
but the aforementioned physics m; 
lo tell what effect a nudge will hav 
plenty of moments in which the ba 
bumpers and kickers, which the m 
"glassies , h but which are obviou: 
sloppy-Joe collision defection. 

Spinbaif is an example of a gi 
belong on a vector-graphics systc 
that didn’i become playable until ti 
NES. 

- Zach Maston 


Sprit aifs sa 
and. well, th 



- Zevft Meslofl 





















Pirates! Gold 

System: Genesis 
Release Date: 1993 
Developer: Micro Prose 
Publisher; Micro Prose 
Rating: Go Oct 





The days of plundering ports on the coasts of 
the Caribbean are long over, but that doesn't 
mean one has to check into the Treasure 
Island hotel and casino to hoist his Jolfy Roger, 
Instead, all he has to do is save up enough 
doubloons for a copy of Pirates! Gold, an 
expertly updated version of the classic 1987 
computer game, and one of the Holy Grails of 
SEGA Genesis collectors. 

Pirates! Gold was one of 
the earliest video games to 
allow the player to freely 
explore a sprawling game- 
world, a gameplay 
approach that 

unquestionably blazed the 
trail for the Grand Theft 
Auto series. With elements 
borrowed from role-playing, 
fighting, shooting, and 
strategy games. Pirates! 

Gold defies simple 

categorization; it’s so compelling that I wanted 
to keep playing it instead of stopping to write 
this review. 

Among the myriad tasks you can tackle in 
Pirates / Gold: Attack (other) pirate ships in 
real-time cannon-combat. Engage in intense 
swordfights with enemy captains t with the 
morale of your crew directly affected by your 
own performance. Visit local pubs and recruit 
sea dogs into the crew ? acquire information 
about nearby ports, and purchase fragments of 
treasure maps. Buy and seil goods from 




traders to supplement your income. Assault 
enemy ports from sea and land, killing their 
defenders and raiding their coffers. Locate 
long-lost relatives in secret locations, Dtwy 
your spoils among your crew to keep them 
happy and increase your rank (which in turn 
increases the game’s difficulty). Earn enough 
prestige and you can take an early retirement, 
with a sprawling plantation to love and a 
governor’s daughter to explore. Or is that the 
other way around? Never mind. 

Pirates! Gold isn't only a rarity in terms of 
video game collecting; it's one of the very rare 
computer games to be just as much fun in its 
console incarnation. 

- Adrienne Barr 


The Unofficial Sequel 

Pirates of the Caribbean (Bethesda, 2003, Xbox) 
might sound like another cheesy movie tie-in, but it 
plays like a deeper, richer version of Pirates! I( r s 
also, alas, one of the buggiest console games ever 
made. There's a genuine update of Pirates! coming 
Jater this year, but it's for the PC, and PC games 
should be feared and loathed. 

Meier's Forgotten Classical) 

Sid Meier, the designer of Pirates !, is a PC fellow by 
nature, but he did produce one console-exclusive 
title: the remarkable CPU Bach (MicroProse, 1994, 
300), which randomly composes classical 
compositions on the fly. 




"Wy daar Mi-. 5ddnttu 
wJfif art: at uiar with 
thff fipamsfi and ±fta 
iulch . X charge you 
ira Seeft out and 
liiittroy our (tnifw's. 

ships and tDw)ns/ rt 
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Keio Fiying Squadron 


No One Can Stop Mr. Domino 


System: SEGA CO 
Release Date: 1994 
Developer: Success 
Publish^ JVC 
Rating: Great 



The offbeat characters, vivid visuals and bizarre hack-stones of 
Eastern-influenced videogames are usually enough to hook me. 
Throw in a girl in a skimpy bunny Suit, and tell me it's a twrtch side- 
scrolling shooter, and that's "five out of five* potential. Lo and 
behold, Keio Flying Squadron is likely to be a "five out of five" for 
most retro gamers, shoot-'em-up fans, anime lovers, or dudes who 
just like girts in skimpy bunny suits. In this gamer's opinion, it's even 
more-the best game for the SEGA CD system, and the most 
collectible in its -library. 

The anfme aspects of the ] 
game are vary strong, from 
the humorous opening 
cinemas to the familiar¬ 
sounding voiceovers. These | 
non-gaming aspects are just 
enough to please anime fans ] 
wilbout interrupting the flow of 
the gamepby. fte/cj Fiying 
Squadron may remind 
gamers of Konami's Japan- 
only Parodius series of 
Shooters; it never lakes itself 
loo seriously (as many in this 
genre do) and provides truly | 
weird and wild bad guys. If 
you see a giant cat head spewing fireballs in a Videogame, it's 
surely taking a queue from Koto 

At its core the game is a solid shooter with nothing complicated or 
fancy rn its execution. You have a main gun and two satellite 
weapons, all with some degree of upgrade avaiFabto. These 
common elements are veiled behind the girl in a bunny suit, riding a 
dragon, wilh baby dragons floating nearby. The action can be 
frantic, but with ibree difficulty settings you're certain to find one 
that's equal to your skill. It’s well worth seeing all seven of the 
■game's stages, and the end-level bosses alone are worth playing 
for (I give the nod to "Most Humorous Boss in a Videogame" to the 
U-$. Navy warship manned by a dozen Unde Sams, which lias to 
be seen and beaten to ha truly appreciated. I 

It's not easy to find, and it commands more than most gamers are 
willing to part with, but if there ever was a video game collectible 
worth every penny, Keio Hying Squadron is it. 




- Joe SantuHi 


Unseen Sequel 

In 1996. Success and JVC brought the Kens characters back for a 
SEGA Saturn sequel-in Japan. As usual for (J.5. Saturn owners, the 
best stuff was on ibe other side of Che planet 


You Can Never Have Too Much Gaming 

To activate the hidden "Super Calch" mine-game, go to the title 
screen and press Left {x2}, Right (x2), Down, Up, Down, Up, 

Strap On Your Bunny Ears 

You can view ihe original prim advertisement for Keso in the Digital 
Press archives: [www.videogamearchive.comfdpsightz/adverts/ 
ssgacd/segacd_ksioflyi ngsquadron.jpg] 


System: PlayStation 
Release Date: 1990 
Developer: Arldink 
Publisher: Acclaim 
Rating: Good 





Mr. Domino is a curious liltle man who runs around six topping 
courses. Strategically dropping dominos and toppling them onto 
certain tils? to (rigger wacky events. There are obstacles sirewn 
around each track, including fellow domino-peoplo who loiter 
around the levels, wailing lo trip him up. Mr. Domino has limited 
energy that constantly depletes from the moment each stage 
begins, and me poor bugger slowly fades from while to gray. 

Mr. Domino ambles along at e modest pace, going faster or slower 
when prodded with the D-pad, and dropping dominos when the 
player presses a face button There's a noliceable delay in the 
controls, which lakes time to got used to-but when ihp controls ara 
mastered, the fun begins. Mr. DomrrtO is aU about score, and the big 
points are racked up wilh combo? that trigger multiple events. 
Masterful players can set up a chain of dominos that hits every 
trigger on a stage in a single pass. 

The various level iocafes- 
including a supermarket, 
suburban home, and park- 
ara mundane in theory, but 
wonderfully weird in 
practice Surreal scenery 
litters the landscape. from 
bags of Pocky threatening 
lo smack into Mr. Domino 
lo people rhythmically 
cheering his skills in the 
park. There are also 
references to practically 
every game from Artdink's 
past hidden in the 
backgrounds. 

The domino-triggered 
events steal ihe show, from 
sight gags (a housewife 
finds a bomb awaiting her 
in the microwave) to 
cultural parodies [Edvard 
Munch's famous "The 
Scream" painting jumps to 
life): this is a rare game 
that's genuinely funny. The 
graphics themselves are 
simple but effective 3D the 
music is mellow, quirky 
techno: the sound effects 
are wacky cartoon-style 
noises, and nicely 
complement the sight gags. 

No Ono Can Stop Mr, 

Domino is an underappreciated gem-simple, highly repayable, and 
with an infectious [not infected) charm. 


- G$ofIrgy Mrlfef 


No One Can Stop... Pierre Domino? 

Mr Domino and his girlfriend Miss Domino are Iris two initially 
selectable characters, but Ibree more are unlockable. Beat the 
game to unlock Bruce; get a score rated "Best in Ihe US" or higher 
for every level lo unlock Pierre, get a score rated! "Best in the 
Country" or higher for every level lo unlock D?M1?Q 

The Domino Effect 

Mr Domino isn'l Ihe first game to feature wobbly li'l rectangles, 
although it's the best 

Dom/nos (Atari. 197? Coin-Op}: A deceplively titled one- or two- 
prayer game that's the precursor (o SumOi/oP (Atari. 19??. Atari 
2&00) and ihe lightcycles of Tron 

Domino Man (Midway, 1903. Coin-Op): A mediocrity with a unique 
feature: a Dip-switch setting allows Domino Man lo be Caucasian 
or African-American 

Pus/s-Over (Ocean, 1992, SNE5): An cction/puzzler featuring a rod 
ant who sets 'em up and knocks 'em down. 




































Beyond Shadowgate is a point-and-click adventure 
with the gimmick of gory death sequences. Y'see, 
graphic violence wa$ still a video game novelty back 
in 1993, before the fighting game Mortal Kombat 
and the horror-movie parody Night Trap sent the 
Senate into a tizzy-fit, prompting the creation of the 
video game rating system. Beyond Shadowgate is 
also one of the rarest and most valuable games for 
the TurboGrafx-16 and TurboDuo, which have 
become remarkably popular with collectors in the 
decade since their demise. 

The player controls the game's protagonist, Prince 
Erik, to a limited degree; His Royal Gimp can walk, 
duck, examine items, and throw a haymaker. To pick 
up or manipulate items {all of which are pictured in 
the manual!), the player calls up a tiny, clunky 
inventory screen that temporarily freezes the action. 
Many old-school adventures punish the player for 
innocently 
exploring his 
environment, and 
Beyond 
Shadowgate is 
one of them, 
especially since 
Erik's dozens of 
demises are the 
visual highlights of 
the game. 

Fortunately, it's 
very quick to save 
or load your 
progress. Much 
worse are the 
handful of 

situations in which 
you can make a 
puzzle literally 
unsolvable, and 
have to start the 
adventure from the 
beginning. 

The real-time 
combat is boring 
and awkward; 
against most 
enemies, you mash the T button to punch, with no 
idea Of how much damage you're giving or receiving. 
The puzzles are much more interesting, but not 
particularly challenging, since you just scroll through 
your inventory and try every item in your 
possession 

In addition to its gruesome animations, Beyond 
Shadowgate takes advantage of its CD format with 
horrendous voice acting (every actor sounds like 
he's reading a bedtime story to his three-year-old, a 
tone that doesn't exactly mesh with the blood and 
guts) and low-key background music. 



: % I 


When frat-hazing rituals cross the lire 


Collectors beware: a copy of Beyond Shadowgate 
isn't complete unless it indudes the enclosed poster. 
VGC has seen several unscrupulous online sellers 
claim that their copies didn't include them, but they 
lie like dogs. 

■ Zach Meston 


Beyond Shadowgate is the second in a three-game series, 
falling between the near-classic Shadowgate (Kemoo, 
1939. NES), which was later ported to the Game Goy 
Color, and the weak-sauce Shadowgate 64: Thai of the 
Four Towers (Kemco, 1999, N64). 


Classic Video Game Shows: 

Classic Gaming Expo 
San Jose, CA 
August 21 and 22, 2004 

CGE is the collectible video game industry's 
premiere event, and Video Game Collector Is 
proud to be an official sponsor. Video Game 
Collector is teaming up with CGE and Digital 
Press to host an incredible auction of classic 
gaming memorabilia, straight from the private 
collections of the VGC writers and staff. Best 
of all, all proceeds from these items will go to 
benefit the Special Olympics, Now you can 
feel good about blowing your whole paycheck 
on video games! 

For more information visit: 
wwwxgexpo.com 

Don't miss these other great shows: 

Video Game Summit 

Lombard, IL 
July 17, 2004 

Oklahoma Classic Gaming Expo 

Tulsa, OK 

September 18, 2004 

Austin Gaming Expo 

Details were not set at press time 
For more information visit: 
www.austingamingexpo.com 
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COLLECTORS CASE 


• Huge Selection of New & Use Games in Stock 

• New Release Games and Accessories Stocked Weekly 

• Large Selection of Vintage and Hard to Find Games 

• We Pay Ca$h for Used Games, and Collections 

• Great Trades and Friendly Service! _,« 



State of the Art Arena Gar»e Center Fenton, MO 63026 

Think You’re Good at HRLO? PROUE IT! < 636 ) 349-3113 

monthly HfiLO Tournaments with Over $400.00 in Cash Prizes. 


www.tradengames.com 


Made In Japan 
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Choanrki (PC Engine, 1992}: What happens 
when EHon John designs a shooter 


ATTACK lhHE DEVILS WORLD? 


Devil Wof*d (Famtcom, 1984)- The most horrific combo 
of cute and evil since Snuggles (he fabric-softener bear 


fCr, « i nteko 

If GAME CUBE 


Bonk's Adventure (GameCube, 2003): 
Michael Stipe is prehistoric and pished 


Video games were Invented in the Untied States, but became a 
global phenomenon in the mid-1980s, when a Japanese company 
captured the hearts and thumbs of Americans with the Nintendo 
Entertainment System, a repackaged version ol what Japanese 
gamers knew as the Famicom (short for Family Computer). 

Mot every Famicom game tallowed the system across ihe Pacific, 
usually due lo a tack of resources, no cross-cultural appeal, or 
content loo controversial for the censorious Nintendo of the 'GQ&. As 
the amount of only-in-Japan gemes increased, 60 did the number of 
American gamers intrigued by these obscure treasures, and the 
subculture of import gaming was born. 

Where does an intrepid gamer begirt his importing quest? The 
infamous eBay [www.ebay corn) Before eBay importing was dona 
mostly through small, shady mail-order outlets; now anyone with an 
eBay account can locale dozens of sellers. 

Whet importing options are there for eBay-allergic gamers'? The 
video game store at the focal mall usualty doesn't dabble in import 
gaming, but many independent shops do. On the Internet, National 
Console Support [www, riCSK.com] sets the standard for importing 
new games, while smaller sites like Wolfgames 
[www.wolfgames.com] and The West Exit [wwwthewesleKit.net] 
specialize in older rarities. 

For particular obscurities or good deals, there are plenty of 
regular gamers out there who buy. sell, and trade imports. Many 
Internet message board communities have a tradrrig forum, and 
other sites like Game Trading lone [www.gam6tz.com] are 
specifically for trading. The Overwhelming majority of traders are 
trustworthy, and fellow traders will alert Ihe community about 
dishonest or unscrupulous traders: just rnaka sure to follow each 
community's established rules. 

What about the truly rare import that eludes capture? There's one 
final source: Yahoo? Japan auctions. There’s rio Japanese branch 
of eBay, so Yahoo! has a light grip on (he Japanese online-auction 
market- Japanese setters don't like to deal with overseas 
customers, but services tike Rtakya lwwwrinkya.com) and Celga 
[www.cefga.com] act as intermediaries ftK biddsng and shipping. 
These services don’t come cheap, so consider them a last resort. 

The same common Sense that applies to domestic game buying 
also applies to importing. Check Out a seller's reputation—either 
eBay feedback, or message-board posts—before dealing with him. 
And be Careful not to pay too much for a "rare" game that can be 
had elsewhere for cheaper 

Bootleg imports aren’t as common as some people ihinfc, 
although stilt a problem. White multi-game carts for older systems 
[especially the Famscom) regularty crop up, the biggest threat ihese 
days is pirate carts for the Game Boy Advance. Exercise caution 
with Hong Kong eBay sellers claiming to have ’new" GBA games 
for unbelievably low prices. 

Dealing with setters in Japan and other Asian countries is 
expensive. Japanese sellers tend to charge around Si2 for EMS 
shipping {airmail is cheaper, but less safe), shipping changes for 
consoles are considerably more. There's also the occasional 
holdup in customs, most often with parcels from Hong Kong or 
Taiwan. 

Every video game console since the NES possesses lockout 
technology to prevent Japanese games from working on American 
systems. In some oases, Uhe tech is easy to circumvent (SNES. 
Genesis, Dreamcast.); in others, it's better to purchase a Japanese 
system (PlayStation 2). For any import-enabling modifications 
involving delicate electronics worik, leave the job to a professional 
one slip-up with a soldering iron end your system is more useless 
than the male nipple. 

Most games from Japan are in Japanese (dub), but many can be 
played with no knowledge of the language; fighters, shooters, and 
platformers are usually simple enough to figure out. Thanks to the 
fondness that the Japanese have for English, some games even 
have English-language menus. RPGs, action/adventures, and other 
language-intensive games are trickier; in a lucky few cases, there's 
an online FAG. (Contrary lo popular belief, (here's no easy way to 
translate a game from Japanese to English, and almost no imports 
have an option for fufl English.) 

"Importing" in the video game hobby usually refers to Japanese 
games hut there's also the smaller European market With the 
exception of Ihe Sega Master System, which had a hefty amount of 
European exclusives, there isn’t much of note In addition, North 
American and Japanese televisions use a different format than 
European televisions, so European games don't display properly on 
our TVs—except for, interesingly. European SMS games. 

Import Dollectmg may seem rntimidaling and expensive, but once 
a gamer has been bitten by the import bug, ihe only worries he’ll 
have area lack of cash and mild Swelling. 

- Geoffrey MMer [g.miller@patmedia.net] 


Ganbare Gasmen (PlayStation, 1996) 
Konami's loving tribute to pineapple¬ 
headed ninjas 




















Rare NlS-CiSSmiS 


As NES nostalgia has boomed in the dozen-plus years 
since the platform went dormant, many collectors have 
begun to branch out beyond their childhood faves and into 
the scarcer entries in Nintendo's 8‘bit catalog. Here are the 
strange-but-true stories behind a few of these rarities. 

Stadium Events (Bandai, 1987) 

Stadium Events was a track-and-fieid game published by 
Bandai for use with its Family Fun Fitness "controller," a 
predecessor of sorts to Dance Dance Revolution pads. 
Despite the weak sales of both Sfacfa/m Events and the 
FFF pad, which were exclusively distributed at Woolworth’s 
department stores, Nintendo saw potential in the concept 
and purchased the property from Bandai. The FFF was 
repackaged as the Nintendo Power Pad, and Stadium 
■Games was reissued as World Class Track Meet, turning 
Stadium Games into an instant collectible. 


Stadium Events; In which 
the stadium takes up more 
screen-space then the 
events 



California Raisins ; The Grape Escape (Capcom, 1990) 
During the heyday of the IMES, few pop-culture properties 
were hotter than the California Raisins. The spawn of an 
ad campaign launched in 1986, the sing in', dancin', clay- 
animated Raisins were liberally applied to cartoons, toys, 
and clothing. In 1989, Capcom acquired the rights to the 
Raisins and assigned development of a tie-in game to an 
independent developer, which then assigned the task to a 
third company, The game was completed in 1990, and 
Capcom sent out prototype cartridges to the video game 
magazines of the era, sconng a Game Players cover story 
and a mention in Nintendo Power's "gossip 1 ' column, 

The reasons behind The Grape Escape's last-minute 
cancellation are unknown, but we know this much: the 
industry had started the transition from 8-bit to 16-bit 
technology, the Raisins had cooled off (thanks in part to an 
LA Weekiy investigation that discovered traces of toxins in 
raisin samples), and the game itself was exceedingly 
mediocre. 


In 2003, a prototype Raisins cartridge—the only one 
known to exist—unexpectedly surfaced in Florida. The 
collector who discovered the proto allowed it to be 
"dumped" for public consumption via NES emulators, 
which instantly dropped its value from several thousand to 
several hundred dollars. Dob! The collector also failed to 



California Raisins: iNq one 
sells a gruesome spike 
impalement injury like thosi 
adorable Raisins 


comply with the punctuation-free request on the proto's 
label: "Please Return Rom to Capcom USA When Finished 
Thank You" 


Nintendo World Championships 19&0 (Nintendo, 1990) 
In 1990, the IMES reached the pinnacle of its popularity, 
with over 19 million systems sold in the United States 
atone. Nintendo's 1990 earnings were above those ol 
Toyota, making it the most successful company in Japan. 

Further proof of the NES's prominence could be found in 
the Nintendo World Championships, a nationwide video 
game tournament that was the first of its kind, Participants 
in the NWC were required to play a special three-in-one 


cartridge with levels from Super Mario BrosRad Racer 
and Tetris , attempting to register I he highest possible score 
within the cart's time limit, 

A total of 116 MMC 1990 cartridges were awarded to the 
top competition players and the winners of a Nintendo 
Power contest; 90 were made of NES-standard gray 
plastic, and 26 out of Legend of Zelda-style "gold" plastic. 
Today, these carts routinely fetch multi-thousand-dollar 
sums in online auctions 



Pyramids of RaiScarabeus (Matchbox, 1990) 

Though Pyramids of Ra was officially released for the 
Game Boy in 1991, an NES version of the puzzle 
game—with Game Boy grayscale graphics!—was 
developed a full year prior. A popular NES website reports 
that supercollector Mike Etler, author of the online "NES 
Rarity List," discovered the dual prototype cartridges in a 
shipment of NES games; no one seems to know how the 
Protas escaped from the labs of development studio 
Source, why Matchbox couldn't decide on a title, or why 
the game went unreleased. 


Pyramids of Ra: Because 
Grid of Squares wasn't quite 
as catchy 



enbb/e Bath Babes, Hot Slots, and Pee*-A-Boo Poker 
(Panesian, 1991) 

Topping the category of unlicensed "bootleg" NES 
cartridges is a trio of mildly risquE titles from mail-order 
distributor Panesian. Sold only to video rental stores, each 
of these games shared a signature gimmick: nudity Hot 
Slots and Peek-A-Boo Poker were slot machine and poker 
games augmented by cooing females, while Bubble Bath 
Babes was a Terris variant with a naked woman at the 
bottom of the screen. With the NES marketed primarily at 
children, the demand for these softcore offerings was 
predictably limited. 


John Dedeke 0ohn@restless-youth.com3 





















































Collector's Spotlight 


Best Find tn the Wild: A shrinkwrapped copy of 
Snafcher for the SEGA CD. picked up at a thrift 
store for just $2. 

Words of Wisdom: "Collect what you're passionate 
about, and collect for the right reasons.,, Network 
with others instead of isolating yourself; there's no 
way I could’ve gotten all these games on my 
own .Don't be afraid to tell someone what a game is 
reaily worth. They'll respect you, and you'll respect 
yourself. Otherwise, you're no better than a used-car 
salesman ..Nobody cares about the PlayStation and 
Nintendo 64 right now, but they wilt," 


John likes to play Jenge 
with his peripherals 


John's pile of Atari 2600 
carts is worth more than 
your car 


No. John doesn't ha we 
Stadium Events, but that's 
about all he's missing 


John's collection of system 
boxes is considered a fire 
hazard by the RFD 


Collector's Spotfight 

John Hancock 

Age: 28 

Residence: Redding, California 
Number of Games: 3,500+ 

Number of Systems: 40+ 

Highlights: An insane NES collection of more then 
750 cartridges, more than half of them complete 
(cartridge, box and manual); a sprawling Genesis 
collection of more than 500 cartridges, three-fourths 
of them complete; a near-complete Odyssey 2 
collection, including the system's rarest game. 
Power Lords ; a complete 32X collection, including 
Spider-Man: Web of 
Fire ; several Astrocade 
prototypes, including 
Galaxian and Murtcher 
(a surprisingly 
competent Pac-Man rip- 
off); a fully functional 
PlayStation demo kiosk. 


Snatcher 
in the thin 
rv birth 


John has already amassed two-thirds 
Of the Nintendo 64 library 


Yes. there realty are 500 
Genesis carts tucked into 
this comer 


John's wife fears the day these 
shelves toppEe and crush her 


























Wf> j 


variety of optical 
forth. While these 


MacGyver could make three nuclear bombs 
with these items 


In 2004 „ home video games are on a 
media: CDs, DVDs, MDs, PhDs, and so 
discs aren't able to withstand nuclear 
explosions and/or rambunctious five- 
year-olds, as the music industry 
cleverly led us to believe, all but the 
worst scratches can be repaired via 
resurfacing machines. 

But until the debut of the NEC 
TurboGrafx-CD in 1989, home video 
games came in the form of 
cartridges, little chunks of plastic that 
invited all sorts of abuse. People 
scribbled their names on them, used 
them as drink coasters, wedged them 
under the legs of wobbly tables, and 
bit down on them when having 
bullets extracted from their stomachs 
by back-altey doctors. 

Essentially, the average video 
game cartridge was treated the way 
Ike Turner treated Tina, which means 
that any serious collector needs a 
veritable arsenal of cleaning products 
to restore the treasures he finds in 
the world of swap meets and thrift 
stores, many of which are 
surrounded by a Pigpen-like cloud of 
dirt. 

What follows is a checklist of 
game-cleaning essentials. Pack 
these items into a small toolbox for 
simple organization and easy 
transportation, because after your 
friends witness the gorgeousness of 
your collection, you'll be making 
house calls. 

* Ron so no I lighter fluid 

This takes longer to work than Goo 
Gone^E (see below), but it won't 
cause cartridge labels to peel off or 
create the conditions for "plaquing," 
in which the label takes on a mottled 
appearance as the adhesive breaks 
down and soaks into the paper. (This 
phenomenon is called Actiplaque by 
old-school collectors, since it affects 
the majority of Activision's Atari 2600 
cartridges) Ronsonol is also great for 
Magic Marker, pesky silver rental- 
outlet stickers, and leftover 
adhesives. 


* Scrubbing Bubbles foaming 
cleaner 

* Old T-shirt (better than paper 
towels because it can be washed 
and reused, and doesn't fail apart 
from heavy-duty cleaning) 

* Unused toothbrush 

* Canned air 

Rumor has it that Scrubbing Bubbles 
work hard so you don't have to, 

They're also a cheap, quick and very 
effective way of removing dirt and 
grime from systems, cartridges, and 
accessories, Spray on the SB, wait 
10 to 15 seconds, and wipe it off. To 
clean cracks, vents, and crevices, 
wrap the T-shirt around a pen and 
run it through the foam in the 
crevices. It's okay to get SB near 
cartridge labels, although you should avoid it if you can. The 
toothbrush comes in handy for sports of dirt that T-shirts 




And when you re done cleaning the cart 
make a Molotov cot Mail 


NE.S cartridges have more empty space than 
Jessica Simpson's skull 


and elbow grease just won't remove. Canned air blows dust 
bunnies out of hard-to-reach and hard-to-see areas, 


* DVD/CD cleaning solution in squirt 
and spray bottles (or substitute a 
2:1 mixture of water and isopropyl 
alcohol) 

* Q-Tips 

* Screwdriver with 3,8mm and 
4.5mm security bits 

* Stae drier Mars Plastic erasers 

* Fine wire brush 

There are several methods for 
cleaning dirty cartridge contacts, 
depending on the level of grime and 
corrosion. If only a gentle cleaning is 
needed, apply the cleaning solution to 
a G-Tip and rub it across the contacts, 
then take a second pass with a dry Q- 
Ttp to remove the excess moisture. 

For heavy-duty cleaning, the 
cartridge needs to be opened up wider 
than a typical patient on ER The 
screws in most cartridges can only be 
removed with special security bits, 
which come in a variety of sizes. A 
3,8mm bit is used for most Nintendo 
cartridges, and a 4,5mm bit for most 
SEGA cartridges, After opening the 
carl, gently rub the Staedtler^E eraser 
over the contacts. 

For extreme cases in which the 
cartridge still doesn't work after using 
the previous methods, use the fine 
wire brush on any corroded areas, 
taking care to rub only the corrosion 
and not the contacts themselves. 

* Goo Gone 

* Razor blades 

Goo Gone is a very powerful citrus- 
based adhesive-remover, and while it's 
great for removing pieces of tape and 
stickers, it should be used with 
extreme caution around labels that 
you want to stay put, 

If the stickers are on a relatively flat 
surface, use a razor blades at a flat 
angle—ten degrees, max—to remove 
the sticker as a large chunk, instead of 
peeling off small scraps, 

* Isopropyl alcohol 

This can be used on Magic Marker to 
reduce or remove cartridge graffiti 
("Property of Joe Blow," "BOBBYS 
FAVRIT GAME DONT TOUCH IT!!", el 
cetera). 

Although these tried and tested 
cleaning methods have been passed 
down from the Ancient Ones 
themselves, it's always important to do 
a test run with a common cartridge or 
system to determine the strength and 
nature of the products you're using. 
And always remember that when 
cleaning a system or cartridge, as with 
most good things in life, slow and 
gentle is much better than fast and 
rough. 

- Adrienne Barr 
[feed back@ vidga me, n etj 



Keen it Clean 















Homebrew Haven 





If you're reading this, magazine, wo can assume two things: 1) you 
went (o a private school, since you know how to read, and 2) you're 
a! least vaguely familiar with the Atari 260 D, !ho 27-year-old console 
that injected video games into America's puling pofhbulhjre vein. 
But dcd you know Mr I Have Rich Parents, that a horde of 
hobbyists is developing drand-spankin'-new games for the 2600 
and other "dead" systems? 

And while you’re absorbing that revelation, here's another shock 
for your senses: many of these hobbyist games have graphics, 
sound and gamepiay every bit (and byte} as good as the 
commercial cartridges that were released hack in the day Last 
year's Game Soy Advance version of the best-selling retro- 
collection Activision Anthology thought highly enough of 
homebrews, &s they've been, playfully christened by beer-swilling 
gamere, to include a half-dozen of them alongside the company's 
own 2600 classics 

Homebrews were bom in the lale '90s. thanks to the relentless 
progress of technology. Personal computers become powerful 
enough to run near-ported emulators of classic systems, allowing 
hobbyists to create rebus L game-development programs for use 
with emus. Tbs rise of the Intern el made it possible for 
homebrewers to hook up via the Internet, swapping tools and tips 
with each other. 

(Nos to besmirch the intents of homebrewers, but all their 
advantages make the achievements Df old-school programmers, 
working with startlingly primitive technology and withoul the benefit 
of 30 years of knowledge, that much more impressive.) 

Programming homebrews was Ihe "easy" part, but getting them 
onto cartridges proved tougher lhan year-old jertty, as ancient 
circuit boards had 10 be recycled and rebuilt. Homebrew labels and 
instruction booklels were of Ihe "ghetto" variety, as the COSlS of 
professional-grade priming were more obscene than a Christina 
Aguilera pictorial, and consumer-level printers weren't as advanced 
or affordable as they are now. 

Despite their primitive outer appearance, the first homebrews 
inspired olber programmers to join (he scene, and today, new 
'brews are being pumped out by hobbyists around (he world (Ore 
of Ihe best 2600 homebrewers lives in Germany: one of the best 
ColecoVision 'brewers hails from Brazil.) Homebrews are typically 
released at classic-gaming expos, Sin ce Ihe attendees of such 
everts are the folks mosl Tikety Jo buy them, and to later rater to 
them as "my preciousssss " 

Modem homobrows are also much easier lo make, thanks to the 
manufacture of new circuil boards intended for classic systems, 
and higher-qualityf tower-cost labels, me duals, and boxes. (If 
anything, most modem homebrew packaging looks loo slick, and 
doesn't recapture Ihe campy, cheesy flavor of oarty-'90s artwork,) 

In addition to homebrews, there are Ihe variants known as backs. 
In which Ihe graphics or gamepiay of an existing game arc altered. 
For example, a recent hack doubled the memory of, and added an 
abundance of new irack&to, the 2600 race game Indy 500. 

A few enterprising folks have even applied their energies to 
digging up unreteased games for classic systems, aoqumng the 
fights, and publishing them as "homebrews" of a sort. For example. 
Good Deal Gaimes [www.gooddealgames.com] has published three 
SEGA CD titles thus far, all of them completed a decade ago, and 
all of which would have been lost to history without the hard work of 
dedicated hobbyists. 

Why do people still write games ter classic systems? For one, 
homebrews are the last bastion of DiY video game creation. A 
modern video game requires a massive development team and 
millions Of dollars, but every aspect Of a homebrew—programming, 
design, graphics and sound—can be bandied by one man in his 
spare time 

Homebrews also prt&ent 3 sexy technical challenge for 
programmers, since classic systems, especially the Atari 2600, are 
very difficult system to program for. It takes considerable effort just 
to put 3 si-ngte pixel on-screen, much less to program a complete 
(and enjoyable) game 

Finally, there's the sense of nostalgia involved, many people 
involved in homebrew programming grew up with the first wave of 
video game systems, and want to "give back" to the system that 
introduced them to the joys of the video game hobby 

Homebrews are unique labors Of love, unique collectibles and 
great gaming experiences. Look for news, reviews, -and informalloo 
on classic and new homsbrews in future installments of this very 
column, because Vtdeo Game Coflecfons crazy tike that. 


Albert Yams so [albert@alar tege.com] 
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Market Watch 


ERA EDUCATION; Let's kick off the column by 
discussing the two major eras of home video games, 
and how they define the hobby of video game 
collecting. 

The Pre-Crash Era stretches from the launch of 
the Atari 2600 in 1977 to the market implosion of 
1983. The Post-Crash Era began with the launch of 
the Nintendo Entertainment System in 1985, and 
continues to this day. For many collectors, these are 
the only two periods that matter. There are minor 
eras within each major era—the 16-bit wars of the 
early '90s, the full-motion-video fad of the mid-'9Qs, 
et cetera —but these have no effect on value. 

The Pre-Crash Era places exclusive importance 
on rarity; the rarer a video game cartridge, the more 
valuable it is. Gameplay quality and historical 
significance simply don't matter 

The Post-Crash Era places primary importance on 
quality. While rarity matters to a degree with Post- 
Crash games—for example, the Dragon Warrior 
series, in which the first DW (Enfoc, 1986, NES) is 
worth the least, and DW3 (Enix, 1988, NES) and 
DW4 (Enix, 1990, NES) are worth the most—its 
secondary to great gameplay. 

This may be confusing to collectors from other 
hobbies, but video games are very different from 
other hobbies. Take comic-book and sports-card 
collectors, both of whom place considerable 
importance on first appearances, In sports cards, an 
athletes rookie-year card almost always has the 
highest value; in comic books, it’s almost always the 
first issue or the first appearance of a character. 

If the rules of comics and cards applied to video 
games, one of the most valuable Pre-Crash 
cartridges would be Donkey Kong (Coleco, 1982, 
ColecoVision) it was the first game for the 
ColecoVision. It was the first home version of what 
was, at the time, an incredibly popular corn-op. It 
had the first appearances of two enduring 
characters, Donkey Kong and Mario. And it was the 
first game of Shigeru Miyamoto, a living legend of 
video game design Yet despite all these factors. 
Donkey Kong sells for only a few dollars. Why? 
Because it's the most common cart in the CV library. 

Now that you understand the rules, let's play the 
market-watching game... 

FULL GALLOP: The Gallop Racer series of 
horse-racing simulators is huge in Japan, but only 
sells to a small but devoted fanbase in the States. 
Each U S. version holds its original retail value as 
long as it's the only one on the shelf; when a new 
version ships, the price of the previous game 
dramatically drops. 

The original Gallop Racer (Tecmo, 1999, PS1) 
sold for $30-$50 until Gallop Racer 2001 (Tecmo, 
2001, PS2) was released; now it sells for $15-$2Q, 
still robust for a PS1 game. 2001 sold for $30-$40 


used and upwards of $50 new, until Gallop Racer 
2003: A New Breed (Tecmo, 2003, PS2) shipped; 
now it goes for $20 used and $25 new. Look for the 
trend to continue when Gallop Racer 2004 ships 
later this year ... 

OPENING FRAME: Fatal Frame (Tecmo, 2002, 
PS2) was a decent seller, but when Fatal Frame //. 
Crimson Butterfly (Tecmo, 2003, PS2) prompted 
gamers to seek out the original, they couldn’t find it. 
The first Frame has gone from $20 to $35, with 
sealed copies fetching $40—a rare case of a video 
game costing more than its sequel Well see if 
values continue to rise, or level off... 

HIGH REZ: Half shooter, half rhythm-music game, 
and all bizarre, Rez (SEGA, 2002, PS2) sold 
miserably, but found a place among hardcore 
gamers, and the price started to rise. Soon, the $50 
game was selling for $80, with a few auctions hitting 
the $100 mark. A lot of collectors saw the rising 
prices and decided to dump their copies, or go out 
and find them (Toys R Us was one of the few stores 
that still had Rez in stock after its rise in value.) It 
didn't take long for Rez to drop back down to $50 
new—but now it's selling for $6Q-$7G. Well see how 
high it goes, and how long it stays there... 

GET A LOAD OF DtSGAEA : The quirky 
strategy/RPG Disgaea (Atlus, 2003, PS2) is holding 
its value, and sometimes selling for more than its 
$50 MSRP, although a recent second run should 
bring the price back down. The official strategy guide 
by DoubleJump Books is also gaining in value, 
despite first, special, and second editions in print 
The special edition fetches up to $50 alone... 

SWEET SUfKODEN : The original Suikoden 
(Konami, 1996, PS1) was once in the $10 range, 
Suikoden II (Konami, 1999, PS1) always had value, 
as it had a small printing. And then Suikoden III 
(Konami, 2002, PS2) came out It was rumored to 
have a short printing, and prices shot up to $80. 
Konami released a second run, eBay was flooded, 
and the market soon corrected, with III dropping 
down to the $20 range. Now it's selling for close to 
$30, and stil inching upward 

While III has gone up and down, the PS1 editions 
went up and stayed there. The original Suikoden 
sells for S25-S35, and occasionally double that; a 
beat-up copy of Suikoden li sells for $60, and 
shrinkw rapped copies have sold for as much as 
$350. Prices might go even higher when Suikoden 
tV ships later this year, as RPG fans seek out earlier 
entries to experience the entire series.. 

WILL WRITE FOR FEEDBACK: Email me with 
your requests for systems and genres you want to 
see covered in future issues... 

- Tom Zjaba [tomheroes@aol.com] 





Priceguide Intro 


Welcome lo Hie Price Guide, a list ol almost all kirown North American 
releases for every major video game system Irom Alari to Xbox. Each 
issue's Price Guide wilt be updaled with the latest price lluclualtons in 

the ever-changing market. 

Please remember trial the Price Guide is just that—a guide. These 
prices represent an average of published and reported prices Irom a 
variety ol sources; retail selling prices, completed eBay auctions, online 
price lists, and. with a lew very rare titles, private transactions 
The Price Guide wouldn't exist without the incredible Joe Samuil i and 
the dedicated folks at Digital Press, a group of writers-' researchers/ 
gamers with a collective knowledge ol the video game hobby that deties 
comprehension, along wilh most of the known laws of physics. Video 
Gsme Collector is extremely gralelul to Joe and the DP crew for lending 
us, and you. their unrivaled knowledge, 

What follows is a list of commonly asked questions about the Price 
Guide: please refrain from raising your hand or starting any message- 
board flame-wars until you've read them all. 

Where do you get your prices? 

Our prices are an average ol retail selling prices, completed online 
auctions, online dealer lists, and verified private transactions. (Weren’t 
you paying attention earlier?) Each value listed is for items in near-mint 
condition. Cartridges musl be clean and free ol writing, and labels must 
be perlecl; discs must be unscratched. On boxed games, the 
instructions musl be included, and the boxes musl be jn near-mini 
condition. Scratches, bends, tooth marks, spindling, and nail polish on 
the game or box all lower the value, 

Why isn T t my game listed? 

We've endeavored to include all known domestic video game releases, 
bul some may have slipped past us. If your game is for a current 
system, it may have shipped after we went to press. II your game is for 
a vintage system, we may need your help! See the "Price Guide 
Partners" section on our website {www.vgcoileciar.comj 


Do you list label and package variants? 

We list label variations in cases where the label affects a game's price. 
For instance, Sears labels on Alari 2600 carts (or Atari VOS 
carts ^whatever the crazy kids call 'em these days) usually command a 
premium, so we have entries for Atari-label cartridges and their Seats* 
label variants. If a variant doesn't affect Ihe price, only the title and its 
average value are listed. 

Why are your prices so htgMowfUPsatisfying? 

The prices represen! an average value, In many cases, there are only a 
handful ol confirmed prices lor a game, Dealers in your area may 
charge more or less, but our prices are determined through an average, 
which means some dealers reported higher prices and some reported 
lower prices. The value we lisi is an approximate guide of the going rate 
lor games 

What does NCSR mean? 

IMCSR slands lor "No Current Sales Reported." This is often the case 
with games that are less frequenily seen than Bigtaot. 

Will you buy my games for the prices in your guide ? 

No. video Game Deflector does no! buy or sell games, and the prices 
do not represent an oiler to buy or sell merchandise. You can, however, 
enter our Instant Collection Giveaway in each issue for a chance lo win 
some tillhy lucre. 

Witt anyone pay me the prices listed in your magazine? 

Used wdeo game stores are a great place to sefl games, but they won'i 
pay you lull value. Remember that stores have to make a profit in order 
to cover their rent, utilities, and Swedish masseuses. Most stores will 
otter a fair price which is based on a percentage of what they sell the 
ame lor. This alien depends on a number of lectors, including the 
emand lor a particular title, the number of copies already in slock, and 
the condition (appearance and aroma) of your game. 

Is your price tor the box and everything, or just the game? 

For cartridge games, we usually list two prices: ore for just Ihe game 
("loose"}, end another for a cartridge with its original box and original 
instructions ["complete' 1 }. Please read ihe price legend on each page for 
exceptions to this rule. For CD/DVD games, only a 'complete' price is 
listed. 


GOT GAMES? GET GUIDES. 

The ADVANCE Collector's Guide is almost here! 

Premiering in 2004 after years of research behind the scenes, 
this book picks up where the Classic Guide leaves off, 
beginning with the H-bft systems like Genesis, 

afx-16 and Super Nintendo, and ending with 



% 

3k 


TurboGr 

the Sega Dreamcast and Sony PlayStation, tool 
in August, preorder it TODAY! 

The CLASSIC Collector's Guide 7th Edition! 

Is an invaluable resource for ALL 
the vintage systems, from the 
original Odyssey and dedicated 
Pong syslems, up through and 
including the venerable Nintendo 
Entertainment System (NES).The 
Classic Guide covers over THIRTY 
systems and is a must for the Atari 
or Nintendo S-bit collector! 

Available NOWJ 

The ONLINE database! Whether you're 
“old school" ora modern game player and collector, 
you owe it to yourself to know what's out there and know what ifs 
worth. We've been compiling our video game database since 1991 Rest 
assured there is no organization more experienced or knowledgeable on the 
subject of collecting and analyzing the value of the items in this fast-growing hobby. 
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THE One-Stop Source for Video gamers Since T99L 
Visit us ONLINE at www.digitpress.com. Game ON. 
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Ltrtu a-- riw m m s^istiah 
Ma4dd<1 NFL 'M 
Eden NFL 'SS 
Madden NFL '9G 
M4ddea nfi >wr 
Moddofl NFL M 
Maple Bor 

Magic Joluthon'i Soper Slam Cimk 
Maple Sword 

■Uliil bn A»a UMay awal^ 

Mario la Mraslnp! 

Made Faint fw,' hmhjh| 

Marie 'f FartyyiMrU: Funwntii Lottws It 
inti Thof. Hn IN f 1 i 
Mario'i Earty Teartl; FW^OttMl FtM 11 
Mario'i Ana Machine Ifi 

Merit PartF 1 n* Ftotm*e mosCh S 

MaiVfl Sapef-Krterc Wof H)l the Conw K 


Mw Chnllui-V r. 
murj pfKMlf > rTflnftuKfwm 

Mask, lbs 
ma\ Blaster Episode 1 
Mhxii MiU#® CUM $**#ow 
MoOOrdAM tflf 
MochWaarsor 
MocbWwrhir 3DSD 
Moga M*nT 
MoflSMoti X 
MoqoMnnXZ 
Hlhjo Man 13 
M^ri r t 

HMlI eoit*ih FMeM'F Bl Widae 


Mrial Morph 
MATMantof* 

Mwhbtri RodrOttFl My Car CKalliwige 
Michaal Jordan: nuws In Hw WnOy City 
UnUklWn.ahMrM^hi 

MhMrt URbnafta ChikBgi 


KJgM R Maple J: bln Of T*rM 
Mighty Morphin' Power HoOgttt 

fa^ hw liqin . FbpWfl U 
WfMf Pb#hf Fp WW Fi-p wr ; IM knw 
Miracio Mirra Tsactthfl Syilri®. Th* 
MUfftkmtil 
Mphawt t Hoad phono Jock 
Monopoly 
Mortal Kemtud 
Mortal Kombol 1 
Mortal RomOul 1 
MT. PUT 
Ml. Mkltz 
Mi. Ptt-MiA 
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SNES Cont. 

frna 

Pagemas1«,Tha 
Fitriln'i OU+H 
1 


FitttfAf: Beach E 
F6R Enruflma Tour Self 

PuP.T«r r '» 

fCATourfiotr 
FWana 
mmom 2044 


MVPPauDMi 

NotSfUTW Ch.imfilanrliip Wresting 
NBH All-Star thdlta^H 
NBAharaglfanO 
NEA JUm 

NBK 4pm Edlbon 

NBA Uk* 05 
NPAUfF'M 
MAUi r%1 
NBA U« ■« 

NBAShowdum 

HUAiOn't,!!* 

KCAJI Basketball 
llCAAfbul Four B a that ha >i 
WJULFOdtbd 
llwtwn Mbs JndyCar 
WT. football 
KFLOuarierhodtCU* 

ITFL tuanerbacK Chdi 'M 
RML'H 
mi'19 

NHL *36 ? 

HH-B7 Z 

M-W 2 

NHL Etanlny Cup BocMay 2 

NHLPA Huokry S3 Z 

Nlokektaon'tub' 7 

_ I iMuti Wirti bMpHnidh] haeng 4 
lllnja Balden ThO&qv 27 

NkMnWWTturi 9 

NfrEttdfft 3 

hobunaqa'i JbnbhBOn 13 

wnafa'i Ambrtionr Lord of Oahvrilj 
an Ryan'i DasnbjM 4 

HHlWKtU B 

Otfkrt a 

Opo B*«ta: Ntareh Ot 014 *l«k QlMH 3Z 
Bffraplc Summer Camas 3 

Oolb* BM J 

DMritlM EUWNMtlMkl itfMGl 5 
DRM*ti4«11|II44M«Ult TP- 

dparalkf]: Logic Oomb H 

Dscjj IS 

Out or thJt World S 

Out lo Louuh 14 

Outiauder 4 

Pac-Attack 10 

Pic-ln-'Tlntti 14 

-^Pvlrr* Marian 14 

P«-M4n?:lb*N**J! 
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Ptaotwings 
Plnt»R Onaptf 
FMM FuIiiIh 

w. f i j. ■ ■ ■ i. n .jii -_i 

rinl tauDI 1® HWIfff DM 


: 


PlTPtti M pirfc Hatw, ISe 
PtHitE Tin IRjfWi fcMri*lun 
nt-ihhfar 
rtokt 

FW*J P"d Hotiy 

Putky hhd Unci, 7 I 

pripj .1 jU”. 

Porky Pig's haunted HoHiar 
Ptw.*r Mttad 
Power Rntf 

f'rrwur figip Bd kha Dart Use 
Power fiongm 2*o:flaltJr Hxtn 
Prehtrturtii Kiwi 

Prtnuil Rtgt 
Prtatrdhhll 

Prince ol Zerua 2 I 

Pro quarterback 
Fw Spurt hook ny 

PTC 2; Pacih-; TlwMtr flJ OpHstkanc 
PT0: Panlic Theater of OpMIhttW 
Pyriitduw 

a*B#ri4 
Raod Ih Ml 1 
RadMUbi 
RaldM Bad 
Remparl 

BsmnatramuntSoia* 

RapJWfi Vahnno Duke 
Roane 

HKfbiU F-f Racer 

rmm ntctm - 

Ran t Stlmpr Show. TV; BuChorwS 1 
RmR itimer Show, Tho; Firfi Dogi 
R*n £ SEknpir Show, The: Twin Wirp 
Bri « BttaiRf ShfW.Thrr Heed lots I 
RwraMHNT H I'.'-ituiliUj 4«rmanith 
Boa Roiun: EapOrbtlkRtM 5W4M4 
Riddick Bow* -Boling 
q»u (4 1h« F-hneie i 
fliwMDwi Rsbnti 
fih-at iurr 
Road Riot AWti 

H-jiU RtHinnr'i tttilh VaAey flMty 
PohuCug3 

Hobocop Ti TtimhUlBr 
FtnboTrek. 

RoOk >■ PnA Racing 
IMk#t*KDi* 

Bwiku'i Nedofh lift 
Rocky Rodent 

Rpger Clamam' MttP B-Mnball 
HPfivanw of l»w Three kingdoms i 
RdnUflU 'i< *W 1R4* Kingdoms J 
Romance of Bid lb** 4 

" RfiM Kadicai fsyrtw MbtRIni H&CMg 

Rim Sibw 

S.l}.i Sink Ur 5*^ii 


CwlitdgfCBmrtrti 


Saturday Hi-girt -item MasMn 5 

SCdoDyDoaMyilary 4 

5440imtOn 7 

SadrOt Of ErtrtMWt 14 

Secret of -Mona W 

Sbrihipipn 13 

Shanghai 2: Dmqart’s Eye « 

Sft*d-FU ^ 

SUM^BtRHB* 7 

Side Pedal 5 

MM IS 

ShoCfly « 

S;mC«b 20M t 

Suntarth: The Ltvln# Ptahfl 7 

SunpiDfis, the: Bart's hlgh'jnare 0 

SHnfM 4 * 4 -The=nchy 1 Scratehrfiamo U 
5lfll#)*R*.I1*isnutyrsi*.. Min ii S 
Slnvsbrt.lhWlMkiMUri 14 

Sku^apqen Rorenoe tel the WOklMflt 4 
TkltbiP 7 

SnurituU 4 

Sndw Whhtl happify (wr Alter IS 

" Soldiers ol Foritai* R 

' Sonic Hiasl Min S 

Spnic BIKt ban i 13 

]SdijlB4w*f 14 

3pM*AC4 * 

; -Se*t*Fooa*ft 5 

Space hnmbi 5 

Space Meqalorce 12 

' 5OM*y*0««t 0 

' SpArtitef 

' spin 5 

ipectri 10 

tprrfl ID 

' Sgoody PpezaJoulAsAjaiH AamMiis 6 

' BRfdtr-MH 4 

' SpIdw-hlMT/VHTWhEMPKlWVI DOriUig* S' 
Soktar-Man/Vanom: l S0|MMItlon HHatf 9 
" 5pklw.BiinJK-.illen: Arcade's ROventK i 
“ SpleMtriy WortSj fit 

" SpOrtlntr RRrri HJ-Mhill.lbe 2 


SNES Cent. 
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twrti Hurt! 

filar Trek D*£p S^aco Blnn 
Slwltert: SlartHM U**mi y 
Star ttek: tbe heM DbhOrpBan 
StarFeic 

Start os Ssifw Wfotmiiri eortrwa* 
SHargate 
Steel l'alons 

Slrillog Sfurpe's End Z End 
Si a«4-Protestor* 
stjmftcomtiai: 

Struct Flnhlcr 2 
Stioot Ftghler 1 flartM 
Shorn RgMar Alpha 2 
ShMl IhMrtor ‘H 
Street Harn 
taltotagner J.IC 
Stunt fljee ftd 
Suinut RHUrs 
Super Mrtedirfl htland 

Supei Ad venture hsttod 3 
Sue** Alfred Chicken 
5upw Agiitbc timvifcs 
SpR IHMM 24711 
Sw BO«**ll5Rm#h.|or l.DOO 4 

Super Boses Loaded 2 4 

Sopor S*i*9 Loaded J: ID S*4l 5 

S4«r bf*f UMM. *iw i id m Phn4 
Sapor BjPIlI Bp 
Soper BattteShtp 
Super tarttatank 2 
Supir SatllctantL War hi bn toff 
Supdf BlftCk 0Hi 
SupOr Bdtttb*riH4n 
Super Boodrinrutdl 
Super Boa* 

Super Bowfing 
Super Suiter Broth#*! 

SupwCaOsar 1 ! PhtaC* 

Super taiflwrjnla a 
Super Ouse HQ 
Super Comiic! 

Super Bwablrt BrSDOri 
Sue*! drwuli'n 
Super hHi: t. 

5kp*r CodRHfl 
Sopfi HiRh tafHet 
Scpor June! Pond 
Suptr Marta 411-Stars 
5fe#«f Marla All-Stars f hw HwH r*.n 
M4ri* RJfl 

S«ew llfrti *Pfe UfM* M •* Sew# Sh#r 
Suoee Marta WorVl 
Sn^Marto World 2: Vo ski's teland 

Supri* Mftruiil 

Super Nlih* B*y 
Super NoahS Art I-® 

Sugar Nova 
Super pri-Reaii 
Super 0ri-Rwi4' The Ej|j 
Super PtahMk BkHhlhd lh* Harit 
Super Flny Artkm football 
Supff Rueca^lid*l 
Sum Pirtti 
SuiWRHB4**b4R 
SupesR-TlpO 
Super Scope-t 
Sop*f Slam Bunk 
SbRCf -Slop Shot 
S^w Sooth TV 
5epor Soccer 
SWR Soeco-thano 
SbR SdSrtaifit 
Sever StarWlt# 

Super Star NbtIk ROtMFh E4th*S*dl 
Taper sprln: lb RM lOtl M 
“j Sopor ShTWtWgheEfB 
_ Super Slriks 
Super Itnrrrt 
H Supw Troll bland! 

Super TUirtao 
Sup*f HRT*ta*i ? 

SuptHffftti 

SPfAt MtK file Radial Squddrtrt 
SyrtdKMi 

TtltehtaM Gfe»t* 

Taa-Manta 

7ncmo> SecneL d tho Stir! 

Tekmo Supw Basehai 
Taaro Supw Pw#4 
Tec me Supw 4«vri 2- Special ErtHtae 
Teerno Super BUwrl 3; FMul Fdhlm-. 
T#cjna Soper RBA Bar-kuthall 
TwmtftitM 2: Judgmenl Day 
TtmtlfrilW, lh* 

Test IHn* Hi lh* PtMi 
tflrta 2 
Trtrt* Jiftwk 
MrtUllr Mario 

Thcrtias "»* tir* Engine A Friends 
thunder Spirit! 

^tkKThe 
n Tim# top 
UrtWTrar 
TkWWHp 

(knon bid PUffibH 1 * Jungle Eamn 
Jib Star 

M Tb|*-iAiiu»i:hiiblisk)Htd 
T^flHiibPtowlMihriifiM 

1X4 SupOr nhamp^ntailp Inbg 
IMRldiTuTfl* In Tkwt 
TMfflT: touframenl FlgMws 
DfH Ban Tnumwnent P4 OwmptadS 

Tam* Jptt 

|J Tunsrttr M*r'* WbrUr Ectrerr* 
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Nintendo 


5NES Cont. 

Ht flirt* m Boi 

Hforiyllt*tet5W#WckSw:c*i' ti 4 

Tgpfiear * 6 

7 11 

~ fcg, finjr J MW 11 1ft 

_ TrtPl tMMfla S B 

It* SIW* BWb^) fi 12 

_ loyi ft 1ft 

_ MAn fl 13 

_ Troy JUkflUffl WT foothill 2 <1 

Ihm Soil ClMAiwPaterta Beach & ft 

mH^UaMhx:WkUlHC4tHlbrrCMA 7 

TnrtLfc* S 9 

ruff C Aufl 4 ft 

TUm l Bum: Kc FI* Xtifti 5 ft 

TwiitJiSTii« nr Sp«j HcFwm.Tftfl 11 IB 

UN. SquMtrm ft IS 

“ iiitemt: lb* fetal PratfHt 15 75 

rimM» Til* tarn w* 20 m 

.^IIWTTlKlUlfttt^rmiwi 14 M 

Ultimate Fl(tfrtw 5 13 

;tlHKMlftMata1KDiiAftn 5- ft 

I -Clltaimurt 5 a 

' 'UnchbiAd WalAfi 11 75 

Untberted klxlars: taw Horttnrti 25 15 

’ Urine#* 1 11 

L; UnrnuctidWW.TMi 5 ft 

"UrlHr. Stnkr:lT>r5bm*l IP JUrtglA Atrlkl ft 

' tltefilti; Hui CnMUoo ufj Nubian Iff 17 

YrauStakn i ft 

□ 4 S 

JtlAfMIC « 27 

■WArsoittmmwtetipii Zb sa 

Wanc'iWwHb J IZ 

ttWta* 5 8 

W*rpSp«d 3- 35 

W*i™ Gnriikr *rtrt HHI.P* W SUn 2 4 

Wifnc'iWnld & ft 

WCWSkP*rftravrfWwttejg * ft 

~ HtoMitLdrf 5 ft 

" We'Tt Bock!AJliitmiuf , l T*fe 5 IQ 

WM*UlftKi™ 1 ft 

whorl ur F-wtvno: rwtiaa 5 9 

Mime ki "lia WVhH It ttmrtri SarkJieguT 15 

Whm-Mn Tlnw te Carmrxi SaJidterfaT J 15 

Wilti 5 & 

Waked IS btf B 15 

iwrtftiM ii 21 

ItfilflCJire: Covert JuTtHHi T*ami, JUn 1«U 1(1 

W.'Idi'TjkL' 7 IZ 

MMILum ILodi's Greatert Hits 1 IZ 

Winq Com rmnder & ft 

Wm D &ffliwri*r 7:Th* 5*ef*t MteUgiHI IT 

Worgs JzULa^W^h 1 IZ 

mwn* fllympte*: Litksha rumor 1 34 J 4- 

WUArttf (tt.TM 12 70 

WiHrdTft: IteaTl dl 0w HAetelrtm 12 20 

mriidiiH I iz 

ft ift 

IM.II c J - ■-! ., . -fcJ.,. H.-. - a lit 

11UJICIIm . rnMn-k'ilULMl ! Hvgll IF -1 

Mantels 9- Ift 

wc^a cijf leu 'sj 3- ft 

WMMfttroH 4 IV 

Mbrt4 rttfun 2 5 ft 

MhH League Smear 3 5 

WwrMSocw'Sto Rotation 4 & 

WWF Bnr 17 

IMF Rayal bmriiie 4 ft 

WWF Sup# HlwfttWBfil# 3 5 

WWFWrttlkRMnto Tlte ArtJdd fcrtli i 1 

Kardkm ft 15 

X-KihlMrlWI I 13, 

X-Hw.MiriArHApMBtfp!M ft 10 

Mww ft 0 

tain's tadcit I 15 

MMl Ut*i 1 II 

TteJr* Martin ft 15 

rstWaodereraFranirt 13 25 

lira: The Katnikaicc SquIrrDl 2? 4* 

Zomteufttelty Htighlttfr ft 0 

iMih Nlnk nflta Nth Cmnnslon ft 15 

2ocg 3ft 


Nintendo 64 GonteM« 9 ctmio 

IMJa 

Bottom cl SM ftlh 
„ l Bnattevti* Cfcrnit Prg tewOng 
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to*t in he 
4 5 


Nintendo 64 

Hite 

0CF7: Tta Worid H Ngl Frumgti 

lDWSmirafljlng 

Afcai'iUrt 


AEfDfhqlibtrf At-twf| 

AhSyn CN&flltte; Tta Flr: t Mduu 
AJ*-Star Sxutull 2OW 
AH-Star ftaMfeall 300 i 
An. Etw 0*3^11 « 
jp-StWTWirtti , « 

Armornics: S.W.ARJit. 

ArmjrHcri: AJr ContooL 
AmfBlM: ftHQB'l M(««i 
AftHrMtan Sono'i Iftmos ± 
d^tmrrtdi ftfpor B4 
AdbMgftftJ: UPltHrsMiH 
5HDB-Kk»*4e 
•Hle-lMt 
lua Munlcr M 
BmHftaiiW 

ftedim 0# tfw JoArr 12 

ftatualkiu 
Bjttlnlaiu: CkiW 
Bjltteianti: FH* MllWfllMft ftoDi It 
&K116 Mnatn ItttHiq 
ftffl Mmrtabi 2QDO 
fl» HUUI 

BtiM Pfiitis 
5hn Bnrthon 2tt» 

Body Harm! 

Bombormao B4 
54H)ft4ftM<i Ham 
(lentbenTwi: Ilia Smnnft Ulact 
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Cjrbutfq mvtrti _ 


' ZiAreade LdiHnn 

Bam-a-Wmra’SB 
^bHonikaSpaaa 

_ GannjHjr.Mert &1 

_ G*f9*w**ta 

. torilmanlj: Laq«* ij| Dartjt«5 

_ChaiBttaMi TnM 

_ ShmSIoen Tilbrt i 

^ehaHtafttasTglMt^ 

ermpprf J.n?ck 
CtajFiflMerfiilta 
Oayf Iqtater Bi 1 n SctrtplorB Cut 
Donunand *Cfl*qu#r 
CfttHi* H S Bad For On 
tnilj'n tiortca 
bvk'n|l$« 
onrtt'nWMd 
ClbarlkfwWmd-iEntl 
OaHuloiu 

Dark mn 

DMdttAfU 

DmlriKihHi Doffty eq 

□wdyKnnfl ftitln? 

Odn jW Duck Cnln' fluaefcen 
Doiiha* Koof B4 ^,'n 
9000104 
Df.itartoU 
Dual Mcrwre 
□uck Dgft^art 
Duka Muhftd 64 
Duka NiftLcei: 2era Hour 
EarBrwwmi Jtoi 30 
EEw't UtlW IMm 
E lmo's Numticr doumov 
ETCltEblko 64 
Eatvow-4 
ExtnM-fil 
Fl Pniu Position 
Fi Iftwft Grand pm 
flHL'ftfl 
I ifA Smew B4 

FIFA Smnsr'gaiBft*! In Bus Dup 
FlgWw Dwtlny 
Flqhrtiff Otisiln £ 

Hglrlliag Hiitb E4 

FlYklSWigH! 

ForubaM 

Fun Sports Cothq* Soopi 'H 

r -ton ft 
twritlbl Leaend-s 
■God 1: Deep Conr Bnckn 
6mx EC: Enlur Hm Gaekn 
Blj'iif 

CMmon j SrnatAdveHun: 

Iinu Nugget H 
MBnfm 042 
CT14 diarmHonrbip EjMhm 
Ham=l M o-m 64 

titrcvil^f-' Tin Jl44A1l4yft 

Htttnr 

'HdrlouPikachaj! 

K(H Whmamrtwiumiig 

m » i- JJ i ■ --- 

nifflin riMiwi 

tfrfceftuHfef 
tgg^ Radda" Bj,IIs 
UV jMna J4M4 « iBltrlUl IdAShirir 
Imtf Radt^a Ldanwe 2000 
Intenvatkinal Suposlar Soccor B4 
hMM Tea* L FW4 MOO 
Jniinl)* 

J*nmv Fit c lira I h Stqmns 2DCO 
Jin Force Gemini 
KfltOlfta 
ftflmPnitaltNSdW 
KirtrBd: Hk Crystal Shardi 
Knlia Bel gat Nnws Lzinw 
RiwAmiI Kfaffa 20M 
*abt ftrranl in MBA CmUda 
logond pi Zatda: Ha^ta'i. Haflj 

li jm d ri imi: ft««afiid M Httt4 
Ugft Racers 
lode Bunner 3D 
RmillllMlji 
MaikknZMO 
SMI 
SDD2 

*4lHM i l J l 54 
"KbddwihFL'Sft 
Magical Tetris thalhenga 
■ajgr UAflP* iMbl w* m« wnn * 3 
^H*rtdEetf 
febrla Kart 64 
I Marin Party 

MarkiPami 
Marin Tennis, 04 






HU Hfirtafi 5Mttr04 
MtCkay'i Speedway USA 
HUcm MacHncs GATurtw 
i Htduiay't SrtlM A#c«4t Hftt I 
Mika PltUl'tStrfUlftM 
HI 6>i tetrd LaoR 
Hlsctilnr Makers 
■JE^ifiii; mpoaaitHa 

_ Mctw«. Orifrt Plh 

: Monopoly ftd 
Hanaber Truck IUmh M 
MorUl H«Hat 1 
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0 Mortal KembJl IT1Iof* 

MRC: F4HU-R»dnfi^fHtm#40ti«HF 
Mt. nn Hu| Hkri Mnifr.iUJ 
Hrrtical: Marta etairlnn 0neman 
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MagtHinRRaH 
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Muqj Stan Baltin Network 

Meg j Man Baltin Network 3 

SAogaStaa Baltin Network 3 B lue 

Stags MH Baltic Network 3 kttrtte 

Moga kltltn 

Meg* SLjn Ztio 2 

Stan in Mack: The Series 

Mebrta Fusion 

MctnHd: Zero MtaStdA 

Midnight Club StMt Hatton 
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HtBi Tyfjjr, Honing 

MIJVHfty fleparl 
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Mowtar Bhl FUUng 
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MukIw Rancher Advance 2 
WHTftMs, Inc. 
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GBA Cent. 
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Title 

■Aortal Hot luri Advance 
Mwlfel Krtnbnl DSBdly kmaac* 
Mortal Kcenbal tenmiqimil 

Hgfa (I 

Mtrtocmu pfeHriati Advance 

Muciuluc^ 

l*w|l!|i i TTrt 

MOWS P%ibaHMa|tw 

MaffMta LtoiWItJi the She'* 

Ms ttml 


Eatujt, GBA Gout. 
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NanoyOnw 
HA5Un HtdiZ&oz 
HBA.lem2*»2 

Hwit tw Speed: Poimtl* IM*t*M 
taHBi Far Sptad: Underoroun-a 

Hfl.eutl2W2 
MU Bllta 2M2 
MIW 
HHL fell 2B0J 
MlrtlHns Rating 

HdHiitnbdHitft 
(WrhrtHa HikI's Oddysee 
Onlrn-jjda ladles 
Qporotuii Armored UWy 
Bnyf Brir 
Facrnan Co 11*0Mn 
PMir Pm 

Pktaf tali: fleturn lo 1 


taairt^y Star EsJlsoUea 
Pig ws Big- cams 
Puibjll e-1 the D*ad 
Ty«on 

Ptdlt PiMItte: PhMtadaflc FaraBC 


Plirtes or the Qiiibbr.an 
Plltall: The UkI Lqp44H)MI 
PMtaB: Ita MtaM Adventurt 

Pliodol the Apes 
PuckyAHhcky 

Potanssa Ptatull Ruby \ SapgHr* 
Pirtcmofi FLuby 
Pniamgei BWlUtb 
PdBp Pc*rt.d 

PWtar Pongsra tenja Storm 

Power Hangars thrie Force 

Power Hangars Wild Fam* 

taworpiMf 6Wi Mok» *io A-6*-&» 

PowtrpiXf tlrto; Mi and Son* 

Pirtllltor* Man 

FHM4 Ql Rental Santa dl TVia 

Puncfetlng 

Puyo ta|i 

i|u*a BmhI Fary 

Bangiagg FfemliAIttak. 
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HAImi* Advance 

■Racer Fiwilfle Scodter 

Aendv 2 Humble 2 

Hclgnol Fire 

HDMHgo cF SMMlI 

MIpttaB FrtadOt 

Hirw Chy MJrtiAn 

Road flash tafenrt 

Aobiif»«i 2 Ckwu Bpntan 

Rnhopon 2 Ring Verslo .1 

Rotari Warv Ad«m»d pfrtlrugtkn 

RotMtath: T1» MKaOta 5Xgi 

Rddk N 1 Hell Par-mg 

RiHikrl Fdwrt Bream Schama 

Rocket Power: leach Bandits 

Rnckrl tawurZern Crartty 7 90 * 

Rrtir 

R-pyp 9 in 

Rugr att Cottin Capon. 

R-ugrots fin rtlkf 
Pograh: I £oCla 6n Party 
Sabtau Itw laenaga midi 
fiamurm Jack 
Beodhy Boo 

5$«frr Odd 2: Wkm-lero UHaartd 

5d44»1 Dm Jr«d the Cyber Cfww 

SOonbr Dm Mystery May hern 

SCorpwnKmg 

Baa Trader hue at lalpaa 

Kcgj AicidtOallety 

Enga Rally Ctiamptantalp 

Sarlouei Sam 

jhaim Palmers Rrn Snowboanlcr 

ShinmqSml 

Bhmurq Soul 2 

threk 2 

$hrok: Ural* il ItW Caltk? 

Sbrtk- Ewari^ Kirt S^aadniy 

IlInCthiKKffl 

Sbnpson'i flqatf haga 
Sims Busbei-ObH 
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Stnlt Alliance 2 
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Spirits A Spells 
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JS«1 

_ SSltbiy 
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Star Wars Flight cl tha f aFcon 
Star K 
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5imi4'taie* Hydf a 
H urt LtttMZ 
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Super Bub&ta tap 
3 IP Seipar Rust A Move 
H Super GeHapss 2 
_ Super Bodge Ball 
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* ” Super Mario Advaoca 
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10 1 Supn PuEilc Flghler 2 
13 _ Su^ar Stnd Flqlhlar ZlWtM Hfrivgl 

3 _ SupHcmss 
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20 EwordOl Maun 

20 Fairt=c1- Cgn: IRo Knlghl or Lodi 

" J Tak and Uto Rovrer d Juju 
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latrls Worhb 
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15 Tain and Jo ray. la -btaimjil Fttif* 

Tom Ctancy'i 5w»i of All Furo 
10 i Totnb PfliSfr Tha tarsphacr 
~ CTwyHawi's Pnl Stater J 
Tony itawK's Pro Stab' 3 
Tarry Havrt's Pro Staler A 
Tarry Hawfc's II ml tig round 
Iff BdW HT 
To# 64# nal»i 
TO# Gun; Firoslorm 
Treasuro Planet 
Tiwbo tone Adventure 
Tma. E nihrtlcn 
TtafftyC 1b* Magic CfflK 
UW»ataB*KkSot*er 
IRttrtiat* flrtta Comer 
IHtowata Card fiamas 
Udimale Hkuscilt: Path ol SieptrtJiro 

Imbiiala Hlator fiarw 

IbbtalWF 
yirtuni Knpmw 
M-Rtlly 3 
Warlo Land 4 
Warlo Wore: Inc. 

Wiaf nunberryi 
Wild TtHrwhdfTys Sfrivio 
wia# tonrnaiita PropbHy 

Wlritf 

Welhrttleht 3D 

Woody rtoodpertcrliron Castle 
World hnwis Stars. 

Worm's Blast 
Wodiis World Forty 
WjAIOur tan*4 
WVrt Fw$ taWmltaattPu X* 
WnfflOMriToWroslkwianla 
K2 Wotaririwrs Rovoeqa 
A-UJaduE' in Line Sfcnhmq 
Xcriaus dlauk NES 
X Man: Reign <rl N#acotyp*p 
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" X«MSM)h! Dw gmo Oka Men stars 
. Tarfl-Oh! EtWoalOwdln Soul 
" Ttt-fil-Otil Stairway to the DesflMd BuaL 
” tu-til-Dh! The Sacred Cirri 
1WWM! Mtartd flum^ H r i m p MHH 
za##K go* mrttd Crickrt 
7oe* M She |«tarv The Fteh «T Mm 
loohta 
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Sega Master, Genesis 


Sega Master System 

” Adiwi Fighter 
Aortal Assault 


4*4 WH Id Hlah T*Ctl WhH 
_ Ata Kf« In Mhatk World 
' Ata 4CW<S kiShlnothWoritf 
Atai*kidTtaLwt$tair 
Alt 


A^lmfd Ea-r> I 
fetroWhrfer ■ 
MutAdvfciluw 
Brict Ben 
HiXjBt 


Eagle M 


H Hrie^ rv»iijla-= jj, flatty yt 
?ilWMTU* fMtai 

ohpiaai- &itw# 

CArind Gamas 

Caxttt vt tlAntai ttmjrtno Mickey H 
CtwpWfv 
Cloud Mai 1m 
totumt 
Gfhq Punter 
r Qwdftrtple 
L Bk*7T*Gy 
ChiulM* Dragon 


ISwji* tytw p«(hp - cfly 1AvS*r 5fefia 
f iftr+^HagFAfak-t 
Ftfrittr Eta* 

FtfllHr Eta* 2 
FiHUsr fownTTw Mud 
U rtiq-rum 

CjEtoMcr lOl'JII 


DNwIbuttNi 
Cbwlt 'n emti 


DdWtpAiP 
Ctftai be Warrior 
H DoivallhK:, WallDV nr taw 
_ taiiimbiir 
_ Greal fljiidyttuill 
_ GrotfMtaB 
_ CrwtCflW 
fttUlHlMl! 

Gnat Soccer 
_ Grokl tfofloyball 

Hangi-an/Astra Whim 

□ HMf.Ofirtal.ri Hunt 

□ JoiMoBtiatlWbi 

*Wrtd«Hl 

Klna't QtiHl 

Hung To Kid 

Lord nf Ibe Sword 

M.irtjnurs ChoolIng/D-jp Shooting 

Mue trim term 

MhhniJirtui > tit««iwiihtr 
Mlracla Wirriors 
MKtta Whim 30 




My IfcCTD 
hinja, Itw 
Mil Rim 
fnptftofy 
PiriWf ftlFMA 
Prt!fi*l L*fri 
Plan.I,lit Sl*r 
PtekJdoriWknU) 

Pirn* Strike 
Pm WrcsTIIng 
PvpJio hec 

OuwW 

fl.E. twi prlx 
bmtai Hrtf Dhwd 2 
H«t*e 3 
•tamrapo 
luta 

flops** Jackson Baseball 

Rescue Mission 

Hocky 

R-ljfpo 

SJiangMI 

Shlnobi 

5H»d*g CMmy 
51*h SfK'.l 

^teilc trio HnHjehnq 
Span hauler 
Space Harrier 30 
SpdlGjatH 
Sfildcr-Jdaii 
Sports Pad FwINfl 
5WW-5PP 
swtar 

Sk#W VAMltta SP 
5u#*rT*rmii 
faddy But 


T bnc SoMJan 
frinsbo! 
mpBi 11 

WMta Pryfa* FtcttaM 
MmM 

LVtartm ItaHurhfheamenSMtdkifiO? 
Hwttathf 3: Drapon's Trap 
Okhnlto-bf In taantar Land 
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Sega Genesis 
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□ jPdi«»efca** 

EPik 

6M Attack Sut 
AuhMIlAo* Mwim 
Minna Eatlki tank 
rictfa-SZ 

Add,ui>lFartillyY«uoi 1 fha 
, AddanriilwMlr.lta 
Adwdins of ttrtman 5, Robl.i, Ths 
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AtttMi; 

Altai Comer 2 
Air Busier 
Ak Bluer 

ftUddln iDHrwy^ 

Alas 8+Si) In Ita “ 

Atari 3 
Atari Stara 
AJLila Driptwn 
Htndluft 
Amulnq T«wl| 

Mnartcari 

Amh-B Afttai' TbtWi 
M tawriMt 

AquaUd Gwnes starring Juh PnndL Hm 
A furfo tussles 
Anri lUnls 
Areus Odystty 

Anil. 3ienay\ TH* Ufta Mermaid 
AnKikl PMnw leurilinwl tad 

Art Atm 
Aid! Fifllrting 

Astera. aod Hh Cm! K*VM* 

Alwiilc Bobo Nad 
Atanta. Buow 

AIT Tow ChtfftatariUlta Ien» 

Aik«S«riH Pw»wn 

Airlori Senind's Supw Mutual Gnid JMa 2 
80*. 

tack hi tho Futnr*. Pari 3 

A Jill 30 

tart* Sup* HMM 
fljrtlfly: 5)itd Up diW JJmt 
B4riil^ : EM Up Antf J»mft 
B.ri nfl-f's HHd & Seek 
Bail Maiters Clawlc 
bn MasLnn Classic: Pro EWw 
:?j!.TTinn r-oreew 
Batman Belm). 

Batman: tantftsh «r tta .Joker 
Bataun:lbrVtdMi C*#nm 
BariU 54undrtri 
SaiHwimta 

hhtatidfc A Gara nl AimnrHl Dnmbnl: 
bHMa* 

btHetoaito A DAdrile Dr*gbH 
H-ciil llrrslh^r 

Btauly and m B«4l! MUM QwreL 

EthitV and IM- Bdo-Mi floor cri kb Boail 

B*a«is AEuMMwd, MH/'s 

8ttaft$|aln Sears. Tho: Camping. Adunnhinr 

t*U if tta 6csi ChajnpkHtxIilp Knratc 

8ttihiS Oasis 

fliblo Adranluriis 

BID Tlalsli Cataf e tafflMl 

BOI WMiA tabft F»tbll W 

Bnrunl Run 

H*-Tu*id Bkhld 

BWHd VenqdiiiKd 

BlHta Mai I or 2 

BJacLOul 

D locklms ler HDrid UUm iGmjb# 

Donanzi Brnttinrs 
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Bonder mi q: ft P"n* Mid Fta* Admnrim 
itauUif:|d4*n44«nta Bbpi 
Bnun Steiner* 
flriffl Hllll HMkny 'BS 
-BruiJh Pteig of Fury 
UuWa'n' Stn 
"" tutale and SouaaH. 

M*r2 

, Butaf Inc EAawi EntWlMDrt jf Oh Funee Au 
f Bock Rogan: ConHd4Wi< k Hmnodai 
Budojufi: Tta IbrtUI Spirit 
BugF turn ta teubiu Traubte 
Bdftl kt, Hiiai and tta ttBA Playufts 
BulH ri Lakn and tta IVUA Plapth 
BuridvHO Fwu 
Mb 

Oarsaris Palace 
Oai HvIchi Jr. Bas^aG 
Crtther.bD 
CaBtantaCanw 

taptai a Anujetei lrid Hn Anrifvs 
Canids ef INiKtoft Jtanmg Hk*wi Muast 
CrifBtninlt: BtWdttmn 
CrirtWtot hftridar of A« 

Cbiluril Tb* ftinw Man 
dumpioni World Class Soccar 
CfaHipiwBl4i BewUag 
Clsimplnnship PuH 
Ctanpinaiata Pm-Arii 
GISHeHQ-J 

ctu-mi i 

taadtar Rwwta^ Tta CMf Id Ftat 

CtadtarChtatabiWiM mMOwad 

CMChl'iPikChnHenic&sil 

ChiHQKkJfldyD 

CtMkBMk 

Chuck flwriit3nn nl C&uO: 

Clay Fiqfilcr 
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Sega Genesis Ge-nt 
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CJHfhanffer 
'Ota 

CokB K toDofli Btftattafll 
CatafdftatW IISA'M 

_ DM 3r:riri*MSfc ta'MMti 

_ «onctaFtatb*Bi iuAhirirtctuii^thi|p 
_ Cota*. Ttalbahk HMJwial ChJunpWdp ■ 
□ CdJtata Slam 
Columns 

Co I nuns Jr bianff erf Cclunms 
_ Cornbal Cue 

_ Corbldrit 

Contra ■HirtMJw-pi, 

Z tMlStal 

Cmk Spor-etwad 

CntkDmm 

trmfti 

btatji 

t^iudhf pruid CtalfrtT 
CiystalT PdrtrTlta 

PutthTditiitand 
CjtariuiI 
fttar-Cop 
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Clboif. 

Doric Castle 
OasMn' 0«j»Ttamri. 

Mi Cratat AriUrtiq Tenon 
OiriH Roti In sun's Supreme Cmal 
FU'ih Cup Ttiaab 
Deadly Movei 

Jhsrth and tetuns ed So perm jo, Tta 
Death OuiH 
□ei'.ap Altack 
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Dr. KcitRitnlh'-: M«il0 DM0 Mtahtm 
Dvafpm ta Bih* 1h Stdry 
Fury 
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^MkHdTI Jilt 1 
t *Tlfl ri*r. n Jhn 2 
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forallwCotahln 
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J turnout* Hast m 
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Clemal Champions 
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F-T5 Strike tank: 2 
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FdriAft Grand Pris tJullenqe 
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PoierTian For Beal Bertaq 
F«^uKen Worita 
" formula One 

Haoi TtaeiK gag Butt BtadtaD 

fTtaSHJT 

Fta ICFtai 

EtaH»T Wmid f bHoqf. floy 

GMftanMda 

Calam 

Gnin CnwnB 

- J ' j ' ' 

blasy Fume 2 

brtaU: Caught tn tae Act 

Sargoykn 

biBUptnr 


Cnaril Ctatri 

GrtrisitS-Tok 
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The fallowing ii M w^c3r|>L from Vltf*ogan»*; !n ll*e eegmninsj, written by Ralph 
H. Baer and ftdilod hy vnteo gianw Ihtslorinri LdUfiard Herman The BS-ye-ar.old 
Bae? is the invenlcu- of (he wdeW’ii. first l»OhT« gams system, Ihe A. 1 agn 3 vox 
Odyssey, In ihe Beginning leiCs the (ascmabug ?tory of he. inwenlkrn Leonard 
Herman's cotumn vwil ttebul 0**1 issoe 

During a dusmo-ss irip to York City w I foumi myself wading for 
another engineer a bus terminal I took atJvimLsge of my free lime arid jolted 
down some ootes on ihe Subject or using OnDinaiy home TV sets, for tlws purpose 
04' pteyteg games I hav^ 3 disltod image to toy mind of sitting cn a cemem Kiel? 
00t5*de the terminal, enjoying a mothsi# day, occHSionaBy KKifeing (Kit at llto 
passang lioffig, and scribbling notes on a smafl pad. 

When I gol back lo my officii in Now Hampstere on 3eptember 1 . I'SfiS. I 
Uansctfoed those notes mio a touc-page disdoswa documafti In ihose four 
pagos I r’mlli n ,etJ ihe idea erf p*ay*ng rriierjcLrvd' leleulsinn games on a home TV 
set. That wntMha genesis of iha [vKteogamo] incUrsiry 
Hie disclosure document lists vamjus lypiis q( games lhat I ihoughl to t» 
FHasfblo yjmg an ordiriary. Lmmodilion TV sal as a display Described ate 
"Action G3.nte5,“ “Bcajd Games ' ‘Sports Gamts." 1 - Chase Game«,' and others. 
Wfiat I had In mind at ihe lima was In develot> 3 small "game bo*" that vrarfd da 
neai Jhirgs nno onji perhaps, twenty-five rfoiisrg ad retail ilia gflmes would 
appear on a TV se? tuned to channel 3 or 4, Ip the disclosure, r called Ihftm 
Channel LP For "LeVa Play!" 

On Seplembor 6. 13BB, 1 drew up an. eientontery sdhamdlie ll showed Ibe 
drcuti building bktofcs- required to pdarto two spots on a TV seterin. manipulate 
(he spots so Ihoy eswdd be mcrMed anywbflre pn ihe screen, and a-tow tero 
players lo “chase" *3Ch other's spats 

My schematic showed iha use oj two seis ol vertical and horypnial oontrol 
kitoba for use by the pteynrs. and indtoaied ewacUy how these "spot 9 enaral(K$‘ 
would nxidudale a iransmiiter tuned to dhannel 3 or a, st> thel (he game signal 
f?nter any TV sto by way of its antenna terminwls. t also showed in that 
schemaiig how cotor ctwld be added to the [ydynig fie:id 
A lew days idler. I called one of my department managers and asked to bonrdw 
a technician. He assigned to me Bob Trsmtrfay. who-1 uranjediatoiy pul id work, 
‘■Don e spend more than a couple of weeks ihis,' I said "1 jusi wsnt to get a 
feet Tor whal il lakes to move a apot Bnoun'd lire acreen ‘ Despite being 
rspuatediy pulled ofl my pr^d lo salve some proWwns an ihe jab From which 1 
had ccmmarideered him. Tfen*4ay fmishEid my assignment in early Oedemfcer 
Neal. 1 worked on Dclaring the lura. When ( was itomhad. I handed 0 soherinalic 
(a Tnembtay By Dacamljoc 10, thal was ah dono Trembay drew a final 
schematic of die color circuitry ond fetumed id his renter job. 

The piece of hardware that Bob Treoihiay buili still exists (Its current home is in 
Uw Smithsonian Institute's N3lio*al Museum of Anwrieen History. J We labeled it 
TV Gams fTVGf Dnil ff l t| was cmde, bul ihe eKporlrmenl seroed ns purpose. It 
ccnfirm&d whiil I thought we needed to huiid a simple game unit 
We used vseupm tubes fat tins lirs! feasibility lest for two reasons One, 
transistors hod nol been arourto very long, aitd I was not yal comlpiieble wish 
designing tesm into television, o'rcudry Two, we ctfyldrfL uee integraSerHareon 
chips because they were much too 
expansive far use m a consumer prodvd at 
the lime. 

Obviously, th*& unofficial adrvfl^ had 
nolhing to -do wi(h [my] normal busine-ss a( 
developing military eleclrcmcs. At She lime, 

(he dead labor 0051 Tor my arganiVaSiCH-i was 
nearty tan million debars a year. Sinco 1 was 
running Such a forge operation. I wmlu 
afford to Wtpertmenl wilhout rippling the 
division's subslanlial overhead. 

Needless to say, ihin^a couldn't ritfhfoin Lhat 
way undBlinitely, Cdber 1 bad aomclhing that 
the company should officially support, or 1 
tlidn'i. By December of 196t i decided lhai 
(he best ctrfjrse of action w^s to 
demonstrate Ihd ccmc^jt to Herbert 
Campman, me company's corbonsie 
director of R&D. Hi& c^Jaralion wai (ht mpst 
likefy source-a( funding 
He came up to the small roam I had 
commandeered fb/ the game dbvofopmenl 
wtjrk and IcxAitl Pt wr crude demonslraban 
Of making one Spcl mpve around tins screen 
or stretch into a line ol varying length, it 
wasn't much, but Herb understood where it 
was heading, this looks like it has 
potential..' he said, ‘bid d better dd more 
mleraslKig things than this 
Herb sand lhai he liked ihe concept ol home 
TV games Hu expressed confident* tost 
vre cctold build on thug simple beginning I 
was hoping lhai lx- wouW ask me to write a 
request for tending of Further TV genre 
development work, and he did jusi lhai 
On DacenrfjGt S3, 1966, I sen? Herb s 
memo outlining what wa planned lo 1 S 0 '/rilh 
his money As a result, we got o^r teat 
oflidal PSD tending: a grand tolai or is,000 
far direct FatWf god $500 for dirftdl nypenals 
n wasn't oxaetty a princely sum. IwL H was 
enough to keep the project getog. 
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Coming Kent issue-. 

Video Game Collector 
looks at video game 
characters who have 
been immortalized in 
plastic and features a 
special price guide 
section on video game 
action figures. Plus, the 
price guide is back with 
the latest price updates, 
as well as brand-new 
prices for systems and 
accessories. And you 
won't want to miss our 
instant Collection 
Giveaway where you can 
enter to win an original 
Sega Genesis and 100 
games! Look for issue #2 
on sale September 29. 
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The following is an excerpr from the Twin Galaxies 
Official Video Game & Pinball Book of World 
Records, edrted by Walter Day. The 54-year-old Day 
is the world's only electronic games referee, ana 
runs the Twin Galaxies Inlergalactic Scoreboard 
[www.twingalaxies.com}, the official scoreboard for 
the world of video game and pinball playing. Video 
Game Collector will feature the Scoreboard t along 
with highlights of classic and recent record-setting 
achievements r starting next issue. 

On January 10. 1986, a friend named Craig Anderson 
called. 

"Waller," he said, There are three of us who have been 
playing Centipede down at the Student Union on 
campus, and we heard you know how to play the game 
quite well Do you think you might have any free time to 
show us some pointers? 

The next mght—a Saturday—found me standing in 
front of the Centipede machine an the crowded arcade on 
the local college campus. 1 showed Craig and his friends 
how to work the shooter. I explained how the side-feed 
functioned and why it became faster and slower. I 
demonstrated how to time the spiders as to slip by them 
with the least danger of getting caught. I showed them 
everything, 

"Watch this," j said to Anderson, as I moved the 
shooter with blinding speed, spinning tight doughnuts 
around the separated Centipede segments, "And this;" I 
blurted out, as i swept the shooter across the screen, 
picking off individual Centipede pieces. 

My left hand worked me fire button My right hand 
rolled the Trak-Balt My shots were perfect, I spun the 
Trak-Batl and tapping the fire button with blinding speed, 
only to see every shot hit their targets with pinpoint 
accuracy. I smiled, Hew many years had I been working 
on this game? How many years had I watched other 
players reach the top of their game and gain star 
recognition while I was left, behind?!! was loo lale for me 
now, I realized, My hme with video games was now over. 

The mushrooms crowded lower and lower on the 
screen, the fleas dropped faster and faster from above 
My hands moved faster and my songs rang true, finding 
a victim for every bullet. Anderson and his friends 
gasped as 1 rolled the shooter through the smallest 
spaces to escape doom. As the score reached higher 
and higher, the game got faster and faster, No room 
remained for mistakes. I suddenly realized that I had 
passed my previous high score of 600,000 points, I had 
somehow slipped through the invisible barriers that had 
held me back for five years. I continued to push onward, 
stronger than ever. My mind became clearer mb 1 was 
absolutely awake. My hands had never been faster or 
stronger, My fingers had never before moved with such 
assuredness or speed. 

Someone cheered behind me. I half turned and saw 
nearly a hundred people watching, with light blazing in 
their faces, absolutely transfixed by the unbelievable 
magic of the moment. And, at the back of ihe crowd, I 
imagined I saw myself, standing with a smile, 

r had finally come face to face with the seed of my 
original desire 1 —to become a hero—and \ watched the 
desire fade as I played onward. I had waged war on 
video games and, m this final moment, t had won. 
However, my years now caught up to me. I was now 
thirty-six years old and the game wore me down. I 
seemed to plummet from a great height as my expanded 
state of awareness came back to my body to surrender 
to the game for Ihe Iasi time. 

The room exploded with a tremendous cheer. Finally, I 
was a hero I had done it. And, my video game career 
was finally over. Stranger after granger stepped forward 
and expressed admiration Many beautiful young women 
congratulated me with respect in their voices 

Anderson looked at me through new eyes. "This can't 
be happening. Video games can't be played on this 
level, 11 he said, amazed. 

When I turned away from the Centipede machine that 
night, J turned my back on video games for a decade, I 
played only two more times in the next ten years, 

As 1 left the arcade, i saw a young player standing 
thoughtfully in front of the Centipede machrne, spinning 
Ihe Trak-Ball, trying to duplicate the moves I had teamed 
over five years. "Yes, this is how it should happen," E 
thought, Someone should pick up the baton and 
continue where I left off." 

I went home and went to bed. It had been a goad night. 



The 2600 version of 
Centipede features 
Frodo Saggins on 
the label_ 


*flM .toydfck COrtketa 
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Centipede has 
been included in 
several PC and 
console 
compilations 
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“rvan”? last seen in river citv. find him at 


CLASSIC GAMING EXPO 2004 

SAN JOSE CONVENTION CENTER 
AUGUST Z1ST AND 22ND; 9AM-5PM 

Over 50 classic arcade machines set to free pfay * Over 50 video game vendors and exhibitors * Video game 
museum of over 1000 rare and unusual items * Keynote speeches by industry legends * Video game-themed 
game shows * Live music and 80 f s DJ * Loads of tournaments hosted and recorded by Twin Galaxies * Great 
gaming prizes given away regularly * Classic consoles set up to play all day long * "Swap Meet" room for 
gamers to wheel and deal with each other * Classic Gaming Expo Auction with dozens of items to bid on, live! 

more info at www.cgexpo.com 




Play the game 
that’s right 
for you! 


You can give Tiger Woods a tennis racket, 
but he knows th at golf is the game that's 
right for him. So how does Tiger know 
which computer and video games are OK to 
play? He checks the rating on every game 
box...And so should you! 


Computer and video game ratings have two 
parts: rating symbols, which tell you 
what age group the game is appropriate for 
and content descriptors, which tell 
you about specific content elements that 
may be of interest or concern. 


So the next time you're choosing a game, 
check the rating and the content descrip¬ 
tors. And tike Tiger Woods, play the game 
that's right for you. 


ENTERTAINMENT 
SOFTWARE 
RATING BOARD 


CHECK THE RATINGS ON EVERY VIDEO GAME BOX 




ON BACK 
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Mill! Lyrics 
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